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Jiining the Gieab Lakes to the Seo.

Nearly two yedrs ego, it mpy be romow-
oered, Congress passed an,actauthorizing the
uppeintment of commissionors to make in-
quiry and report, after conferenco with such
similar commissioners as might to nppointed
on behalf ¢f Great Britain cr the Domitiou
of Canada, concerning the feasibility of tho
construction of such capals as will enable
vessols ergaged in ocean comrmerce tn pars
betwecn the great lakes and the Atlantic
ocean, and the most conveniont location and
Frobable cost of such canals. Under this act
a strong commission was appointed by Presi-
dent Cleveland, romprising James B An. oll,
of Michigan; Jobn E: Russell, of Mas-
sachusetts, and Lyman E. Cooley, of Illinois,
These commissioners have, after a crreful
-consideration. submitted & report. which the
President has trausmitted to Congress with
some suggestiond of an appropriate nature.
The conclusiord arrived at by the commission
are of high interest, The principal one is
that it is entirely feasible to comstruct such
canals and doyelop such channals ag will ho
adejuato to any scalo of navigation that may
be derired between tha several great lakes
and the seaboard. and to conduct through
the samo domestic and foreign commorce, and
that 1t will be'wise to vrovide. for securivg
8 channel of navigab'e depth of nat:less than
tweuty fuet. ’

Passir g on to detas, the comwission con-
cludes that. stertiv ¢ from the béads of Lakes

Michigan and Superior. the mest eligible.
route is throtigh the saveral great ! kesand:

their intermediate channels rnd the pro;
posed Niagara Ship Canal (Tonawanda to
Olcott) to Lake Oatario, and thar the Can-
adian tseaboard may be reached from Lako
Ontario, by the way of St. Liwreoce river.
and the American seaboard may be reached
frcm Lako Ontario By the way of the St.
Lawzence and Lake Champlain and the Hud-
son river, or by way of the Oswego. Oneida,
Mohawk valley and the Hudson river; that
the alternative routes from Lake Ontario to
the Hudson river require compiate surveys
and a full development of economic consider-
ations to determine their relative availabihty
and that a moderate control of the level of
Lake Erie and of the Niagara river above
Tonawanda may be justified in connection
with the Niagara Ship Canal, the determin-
ation in this matter to rest on a full examin-
ation of the physical conditions.

The commission fortber suggests that the
policy adopted should contémplate the ulti-
mate development of the largest useful
eapacity, and that all works should ba
planned on this basis, and" that the actual
execution shuuld cuufurm thereto, except 10
so far as the wirks muy, witk sut prejudice.
ba progressively develored with the actual
demand of comimerce; that it is practicable
to develop the work in separato sections and
the several sections in part by degrees, each
step havirg its economic justification, so that
benefits st:all follow clcsely on expenditure,
without awaiting the completion of the sys-
tem as a whole; that the complation of tho
system as quickly as it cac be properly
matured and economically exccuted is fully
justified, and that the MNlagara Ship Canal
should first be undertaken, and incidentally.
the broadeuing and further deepening of the
intermediate channets of the lakes, tho same
being in the logical order of development
and also requiring the least time for cun-
sideration. In view cf the magnitude of the
interests involved, the report suggests that
the exhaustive consideration of all physical
conditions that may determine the effects
of proposed works or influonce the character
or features of. & design should be concluded;
that this need not delay the inception of
plans or the beginning of work, but is likely
w beer uron the manner of their completion,

' and that in view of the international char-
acter and rolations of at least a part of the
i works that will to required, and of .riparian
intereats involved. it would bo expedient to
mako the oxaminations und projects and
carry on, the work through a commission
that may bo possessed of certain limiwt 1 1n-
ternations! functions.

For ¢arly specific action the commission
suggesta that complete surveys.and examina-
tions bo made and all necdful data to maturo
projects bo procured for :ontrolling-the lavel
of Lako Erie und projecting the Niagara
Ship Oanal, doveloping the Oswego-Onelda-
Mohawk routo, devoloping the St. Lawrence-
Chomplain route,impruving the tidal Hudson
river, and the intermediate cbannels of the
lakes; that {ho collecting fat reducing of
existing information, supplomented by
reconnoissances and special investigations, be
continued until the general questions have
been fully cuvered. and that o systomatio
megdsurement of the overflow of the several
lakes and a final determination of -their levels
be nndertaken. and it estimates that the
cumt‘leto sarveys and tnvestigations, with
measurements of the overflow of vhe several
lakes aud full investigation of collateral
questions, will cost pot less than $600,000
.and require som» years of time,

The President, in his communication
trapemittiog tho report to Congress, declares
1hat tho advantages of direct and unbroken
water transportation of the products of our
western states and terricories from con-
venient points of snipmeut to our seaboard
purts are plainly palpable, and that the re-
port contains & demonstration of the feasi-
bility.of securing such transportation, and
gives ground for tho aunticipation that better
and more uninterrupted commerce through
the plans suggested betweon the great west
and foreigu ports, with the increase of na-
tionsl prosperity which must follow id its
train, will not long escape Ameorican entor-
prise and activity. He suggests to Congress
the propriety of makingeconomical provision
for such further prosecution of the work of
the commission as will more fully develop
the informaticn necessary to an exact and
complete understanding of the subject dealt
with by it, and this suggestion is one that
dsserves responsive cemsideration at the
hands of Congress.’

Silver

The Indian famine and the business con-
ditionsin the country have hed a very
marked offect upon the London sitver market.
‘The demand has decreased counsidsrably, and
according to the Loindon ficancial nows.
parers, the price is only prevented from de-
cliniog by the care shown by Uuited States
silvor 1utere..s in not forcivg supplies upon
the market. The Lundou quutativu for bars
was unchauged this week at 29-11-16d. per
ounce. In New York commorcial gquotations
were steady av 61c. untii Thuraday, when
the price advanced jc.—to 65¢.—per ouncs.
On Friday the London price advanced 1-16
to 299d.  Prices on Jan. 22 were, Loadcon,
2134, ; New York, 643c.

The Manitoba Ass;urance fompany.

The annusal meeting of the Manitoba As-
surance Compeny was held in the company’s
head office, Livingstone Block. on Thureday,
28th inst,, at 4 o'clock, the President, Mr.
Agur, in the chawr. A large number of
.shareholders were present or represented by
prox. The Secretary, Mr, Beck, read the
natico calling the meeting, after which the
president prosented the report, which was
unanimously adopted.

The business for tho past year shuws
steady progress, although sixty-three losses
wore paid by the company during 1896.

Votos of thanks wero given to tho Manage,
Accountant, (Mr. Holroyde).and staff, alg
o tho Inspector and local agentss  Tho fii.
lowing gontlomen wora then elested.ns dir
ectora for'the yoar:: Messrs. Agur, Beck,
Russell, Patton.aud Crotty, A mepting of
directors was then held, when Mr. Agur was
re-olected president and Mr, Beck, vlce-pres-
ident,

‘T'he above is oneof the aldest companies in
the province, and 18 well and faverably known
throughout Manitoba and the North-Weat,
and being a strong local institution it shomid
recoive the support of the insaring pubue
throughnut the West,

Tmperial Sancs * -

E. L. Drowry, Winnipog, has added to his
list of manufactures o delicious sauce. which
has been placed upon the market uunder the
name of ‘‘Imperial Sauce.'! This sauce
may bs used with fish, steaks, chops, cntlets,
ronst meate,. game, soups, gravies, salads, ote.
Tho sauce is-claimed to bena aid to digesti ..,
and it certainly makes & vary appetizing rol-
ish, It is put up in neat bottles, appropri.
ately labelled. Those who use sauces at all
should try tbis home article, aud they w.l|
find it equal tothe imported. Tho vame

.E.L Drowry, on every bottle, isa guarautee

that it 18 carefully preparved.

1. Showy &

WHOLESALE GLOTHERS,
HONTREAL

All the material used in the
weanufacture of our clothing has
been thoroughly sponged and
shrunk.

Our workmanship is fully
guaranteed,and a printed gunran-
tee given with each garm:it.

Our goods are known t> your
customers and will be asked fur

For the coming season all of
vur Bicyele Suits & Spring Uver-
coats will be Rigby-Proofed, and
no extra charge made for same.

fdercantile.

Stocks of merchandise of all kinds soli on
comnission, Merchants who are reur.ug
from business and wishing to dispose of their
stocks en bloc will find it to their advantage
by placing themm with us for sale. Bu

ness concerns of all kinds disposedof. C.rr
vondoneo strictly confidential, Write for

circular, - .
WM. CUY LIVINGSTON & 0.,
Morchandise Brokers, 462 Main 8t,, Winnipag




