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Sk, 1 any enidence were required of the necessity of a
iournal specially devoted to the printing and publishing interests
of Canada, and of the wisdom of the Canadian Press Associa-
tonan woganing P PRINTer Ao Posisieg as its ofticial
organ, 1t s supplied by vour article ** In Darkest Toronto.” You
have dane the tratermty a distinet service by boldly eaposing a
grevance which atthets, not onhy Foronto, st the whole coun-
try. 1 am glad to see that your esposure has been followed by
action on the part of the Emploving Printers” Association,
I'hetr action should be followed by the Canadian Press Associa
twon.  The rotten methods which you so trenchantly expose are
nut only a menace to leggitimate printing interests in the city, but
to cvery newspager ofnce in the other eities and the large towns
ol the provimee. For it is such firms as you refer 1o that keep
thewr runners on the road and slash prices all over the country.
Scares of cases could be gnen where these runners have taken
10hs away from countsy prmgers at prices even less than cost, in
order to open connecttons,  The result is that the job depan.-
ment of many wellconducted provaneial papers has ceased 1o be
A souree of profit, through the reckless and insane competition
of Foronto pnnters, kept up by houses that owe theis prosperity
to the very publishers against whose interests they are thus work-
g, by the foolish eatension of credit.

In another duection the same evil s seen. The pravinee is
a perfect grnvevard o newspaper enterprises  of third papers in
e papeer tonns, of sccand papers 0 one paper villages.  An
cxanvnation of the st will show that these have come into ex-
slence largely through the policy of the type founders and
wholesale paper dealerss who are always ready to extend credit
to rresponstbie parties walking to embark in reckles newspaper
cnterprises. Scares of such would-be publishers have lived tor
vears on debis ahich they were able to incur owing 1o the
credit given them In wholekale firms, and these are the very
firms that make thar protits out of the honest publisher, againa
whom they honng canpetiion ainto enstence. Their system of
doung insiness has b i satten, and has reulted in enormuous
mun o the lentumate prnting mtezets ol the country. The
newspaper pubilishiers should wm the Emploving Printens of To
tante, amd retase todeal with any paper hotse o tyne foundn
that wall 2ive eradit to the clase of men that you have had the
fraternally yours,

N Corsawy Pranan g,
Wentern Oatario, fanuary 15th, 1344,

COUTAIe Tor o\pUNe.

] R I 1 xS

Sk, What Towant speaialhy v thank you for, and cven
prnter - the countiy shoald G the ame, s tor your able
article on the revent talures i the pranting trade i Toronto,
Yot have noondod o atten we coaatry pontens are met with
the statement, * Wevan oot our work done cheapern Foronto,™”
Vil goaramee soundon't, nar Dadles & Buras, nor Copp, Clark,
o any devant fivg but it sech firms as those that have gone

to the wall that we here bave e compete with,. Wee doas good
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work, pay our hands, and unfortunately, it appears, also our
paper bills. 1 know Fred Campbell well, and if other dealers
had the manliness he has in refusing to compromise, there would
soun be a rooting out of the rotten timber now in the trade.
Since your article appeared 1 see Hill & Weir have made an
assignment. 1 lived in "l'oronto when they started, and they
and Hawkins were the originators of * cheap work.™ 1 lost a 50,-
ooo card job to a firm recently in “Foronto, that I'm looking to
be neat on the list if they do other work at the same rte. P'myg,
a close buyer and pay my bills promptly, and it completely
knocks me out, the prices some men do work at. I know one
instance of a difference of $300 ona job tha: was done for $350.
My, my, but this is a queer state of things. May you be
suceeseful in your crusade for fair prices and honest printers.
Wishing vou all success. .
Yours very truly,
PreLisngr.

Elitw Pras s n avo Porrimann 2

Sik, -Itis grtifying to notice that the employing printers of
the city are determined 10 rescue that ancient and honorable craft
from the slough of despond into which circumstances have for
the present crowded it.

The wholesale men appear to be largely blamed for the ex-
isting state of affairs, but the root of the evil undoubtedly lics
in the supplying by the type-founders and press dealers of plant
to entisely irresponsible purchasers.  In many cases the buyers
pay less than 10 percent.: even less than 5 per cent. of the cost
of the purchase.  The vendor trusts to his lien and to an indul-
gent paper dealer to see him through.  If the printer cannot
carty the load the licn-holder steps in and takes back his plant,
being ahead just the amount of cash paid him, while the other
creditors get nothing.  If the printer should succeed the type-
founder then gets only the value of his goods, so that in many
cases he makes more money out of failure than success on the
part of his customers.

It is well known that publishers who let out their printing
10 good oftices are constantly tempted 1o buy plants on which
they are asked to pay little or nothing down : this multiplying
of oftices leading te the cutting of prices and all its attendant
cvils,

Apparently the only remedy jies in an amendment of the
lien law. 1 do nut mean toinfer that ali plants should be paid
for in cash, but i liens were abolished press dealers would see
that plants were supplicd only 1o nen likely o make a success
of thuir business. A\ general curtailment of credit would also
improve matters, though this might perhaps work more or
less hardship as the general terms in- the paper trade are at pre-
~ent fairly reasonable.

The wholesale paper trade is also called to task for supply-
mg paper to consunaers. So far as 1 know, however, the only
consumers supplicd are the publishers of books, catalogues,
joumals, ete. . We have frequently felt a hesitancy in quoting
prices to this class of customers, but on referring to the printers
mierested, have been met with the almost invariable reply, that
as the trade i in the haoit, for larger jobs, of putting in the
paper at cost, the printer would prefer that the paper were sold
direct.

Apart from the primary evil, as mentioned above, the pre-
sent state of the copyright law has caused great hardship in the
prmting ande bookbinding trades, and a heavy loss of business
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