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THE QUEBEC LEGISLATURE.

The speech delivered by the Lientenant
Governor of Quebec at the opening of the

Session on the 28th inst. does nob.lead us’

to anticipate, either a protracted session,
or one that will be productive of much
public benefit. We are told that “few
measures of a public nature will be sub

mitted to you this session,” an assurance
which is rather caleulated to afford velief.
The measures indicated, with one excep-
tion, do not strike us as lxke]y to provoke
pm Ly conhovelsy, although Mr. Joly’s re-
marks justify us in assuming that there
" will be a vigorous warfare between the
Government and the opposition.-. The

exceptional measure i one for amending
the Constitulional Act by extending the
duration of the Legislature of the Province.
There has been no public discussion of
this question, and it is quite probable that
there is no serious intention of passing a
bill during the present session, but that it
is thought desirable to ventilate the sub-
ject. - We presume that there is no inten.
tion of prolonging the term of the present

~House of Assembly.

The question of most interest for the
Province just ab present is the state of
the finances and, in connection therewith,
the future policy of the Government
regarding railways., ''he mover of the
address took occasion to advocate the
claims of two railways to Provincial aid,
aud we have no doubt that additional ones
will be preferred by members for counties
on the south of the St. Lawrence. It may
be hoped that we shall not have a renewal
of the railway rings, and that the Govern-
ment will be firm in its resistance to all
propositions which - may involve an ‘in-
crease to the public debt, which is already
a source of great anxiety.  An assurance
is given that the statement of the railway
receipts will be found very satisfactory,
and that it *“ will enable you to appreciate
the steps to be taken by my Government
for the future working of this great enter-
prise)!  Whatever these steps may e,
there will probably be a general concur-
rence of opinion as to. the  importance of
severing all connection between the Gov-
ernment and the railway. The Ministers
must have found out by this time that the
control of:public works, and the patronage
incident thereto, are not productive of any
advantage toa Government, but quite the
contrary. We have not been inclined to

join in the aspersions which have been

thrown on the Premier in connection
therewith, but we-are thoronghly con-
vinced that the subsisting arrangements
are prejudicial to Lhe influence of \he
Government. :

We find no reference to the milway ex:
tension to Toronto, which is known to be
promoted by gentlemen acting in behalf

of the Government railways, and whose aid |
must take the form of money which must,

it appearsto us, be furnished by the Pro-
vince of Quebec. If any new. scheme of
railway expenditure should be proposed,
it may be feared .that it will not only.in-
volve a large additional expenditure of

an unproduclive character, but that, in |

order to ‘secure the votes necessary to
‘pass it, other euntelprises of a more ex-
ceptional character will'have to be aided.

The Minister who is specially responsxble "

for guarding the public ‘treasury is Mr.
Robertson, and he enjoys the. reputation

of being a man of prudence, and is well
aware of the special ‘diﬂ‘iculby‘ that exists
in the Province ot‘ Quebec in obtaining
additional revenue. It is, perhaps, pre-
mature to ciscuss the railroad policy of
the Government on such vague informa.
tion as the public are yet in possession of,
but the subject is one of such great im-
portancé, and the Quebee Legislabure has
been so reckless on former occasions that
we cannot but feel very apprehensive ag
to the course that will be adopted during
the present session.
" THE BEET SUGAR INDUSTRY.

It is premature to exchange congtatu-
lations on the establishment of beet sugar
manufactories in at least three counties in
the Province. It is possible that with the
enormons protection, which is only intend:
ed to be given temporarily, and - with the
aid of subsidies, the beet sugar industry
may be established, but, while wishing
the enterprise every success, we own
that we have no ‘confidence in temporary
protective measures, and we think it an
unwise act in the Government to hold out
the inducement . of temporary protection
to encourige the investment of capital in
buildings ‘and . plant, -which may prove
unremunerative when" the producls are
suhjected lo revenue duties.” The' pro-
moters of the manufacture of beet sugar,
mauy of them  practical and ‘successful
business men, have stipulated ‘for exemp-
tion from excise duties for a term of years,
but we ventuare fo predict that, when that
term has expired, there will be a demand
for the continuance of the exemption,
accompanied by a.vde'cl:wabion that, unless
it be granted, all those engaged 'in the
manufacture will be utterly rained. ~ We
are not aware of any instance of a person
engiged in a- protected industry being
willing that such  protection ‘should be "
withdrawn, unless, _perhaps, we except
some of our prominent cotton manufac
turers, who, we imagine, would prefer a
little more foreign: comyetition to that of
a multitude of factories at home,—and we
must. not conceal from durselves that a
powerful party in Onutario and in the
Maritime Provinces is pledged -to a re-

K_ad)ustmenb of the tariff; in case it.should

obtain power at the’ e\pu'n.tmn ot the .
pnescnb Parliament.-. The beeb “sugar
mdustry is in" an- excpptlonal posmon.
There is a general concutrence of opinion,

. thiat, for revenue purposes, it is absolutely

necessary that -sugar should be taxed; as

/it is in all countries, except  England,
. where it is -consumed. - We doibt much -

whether any Minister would " be bold

enougb to propose to Parliament to give | it

a bonus in mongey to: evexy manufacturer -

“of beeb sugar equlvalent to’ the amount




