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PRESIDENT POINCARE

ues of their great men — we had not forgot-
ten Lafayette, France honored Paul Jones.
A year ago, in the comic papers, between
John Bull and Uncle Sam, it was not Uncle
Sam who got the worst of it. Then the war
came and with it, in the feeling toward our-
selves, a complete change. A year ago we were
almost one of the Allies, much more popular
than Italians, more sympathetic than the
English. To-day we are regarded, not with
hostility, but with amazed contempt.

This most regrettable change was first
brought about by President Wilson’s letter
calling upon Americans to be neutral. The
French could not understand it. From their
point of view it was an unnecessary affront.
It was as unexpected as the cut direct from a
friend; as unwarranted, as gratuitous, as a
slap in the face. The millions that poured
in from America for the Red Cross, the ser-
vices of Americans in hospitals, were ac-
cepted as the offerings of individuals, not as
representing the sentiment of the American
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