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472 COLONIAL POLICY.

applied in such a manner as to add to the value of the land

to purchasers who mean really to occupy and improve it.

The popular objections to the comparatively high price

which has for some years been required for the Crown

Lands in the Australian Colonies would in my judgement

be well founded, and it would be highly impolitic to with-

draw from settlers so much of their available capital, if this

money were not in fact restored to them by its being applied

in such a manner as to increase the value of the land they

acquire. With this view, in the other Australian Colonies,

half the sums so received are by law devoted to the intro-

duction of emigrants, by which a supply of labour is ob-

tained, and a value is given to the land which it would not

otherwise possess. In Van Diemen's Land it is not neces-

sarr, as there is an abundant supply of labour from another

source, to apply any of the receipts from the sale of land

directly to this purpose ; but upon the same principle they

ought to be applied to public works, such as roads, bridges,

and buildings, which will conduce to the profitable occu-

pation of the lands alienated. The Committee of Privy

Council on the proposed Constitutions of the Australian

Colonies has advised, that whenever local bodies are consti-

tuted representing the inhabitants of the diflerent districts,

the application of half the Land Fund to objects of this

kind should take place under their superintendence. I am
strongly impressed with the importance of adopting this

recommendation, and I should anxiously desire to see the

establishmciit of such mmiicipal bodies at the earliest pos-

sible period ; and whenever they are established, it would

be highly expedient that the expenditure of a portion of the

Land Fund, in the manner I have described, should take

place under their direction, subject to the approval of the

Lieutenant-Governor. In the meantime this application


