
3^8 Summary, Historical and Political, &c.

The three lower counties on Delaware river -called the

territories, are a diftin€t jurifdidion, iind their aflembly

of reprefentatives cOnfifts of fix members from Newcaftle

county, fix from Kent, and fix from SuflTex counties, in

all cightetn members.
Their general aflemblies are annually eledive on the

firft day of the month of Oftober. The reprelentatives

are not by towns or parifli eledions (Philadelphia ex-

cepted) as in New-England colonies, but by county

cleflioh^. Penfyivania proper, called the province, for

many^ years, coAfifted of only three counties called the

upper 'counties, viz. Buckingham county, chief town

Briftol, nearly over-againft Burlington of the Jerfies;

Philadelphia county, chief town Philadelphia, in about

40 d. N. lat. and Chefter county, chief town Chefter,

about 15 miles (on the river) below Philadelphia ; and a

few years fince was made the inland county of Lanc^fter,

chief town Lancafter, laying both fides of Selquahanna

river -, and very lately two more inland counties, York
and Cumberland. The UTritories are called the three

Jower counties on Delaware river, viz. Newcaftle

county, chief town Newcaftle, about 35 miles below

Philadelphia; Kent county, chief towif Dover -, and

J-.ewis county, chief town Lewis or Hore-kill, near cape

Henlocen ot Delaware bay, '

-:

"'
Courts ofjudicature, ^^'^h

Juries are all return^, by the fherifF, excepting in par-

ticular calcs, but not often, there may be afbruckjury

by confcnt of parties, and that muft be in the prelVnce

pf one of the judges, the fheriff, and the parties.

The Iheriii's and coroners are annually elected at the*

" fame time with the reprefentatives, by a county elec-

tion; the people eleA two for each office, out of which

the governor chulrs one, who in the fame manner may
be re-eleded for three years running, but a(ter three

years, cannot be re-eleded, but by the intervention of

three years out of office, and then is capable "of a new
cied'on. Jullico.s


