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most (lotiiii; doliriiitn t»f piifpniul vanity could hardly palli-

ate. It wdtilil be a case unparalleled in the annals oflitcr-

aliire. Tlie world lias had niiniiMnns instancws of m»Mi ol'

most iiplendi'il talents —of laborious researi'h—aith abun-

dant inateriiils and documents—enjoying full leisure to do

justice to their subjects—and ein|>U)yin;L; years for the pur-

pose—yet falliu!^ intu e^res»i»)us errors. It could not then

be expected thiit a work embracing such a variety of objects,

ftud writteti under t!»e very disadvantageous circumstances 1

have stated, shouhl be free frosn them. Hut the reader may
rest assured that whatever Ihev mav he, they have not re-

suited from design. They are the olVspriuti; ot slenderness

of talents —deticieney of materials—inadvertence-"t»r that

bias to which all men arc sul)ject. in a greater or K'ss de-

cree, when treating on suljjecls wherein they feel deeply in-

terested. Of the latter, however, I have laboured to divest

myself.

Had I written vvilh any vic'w to liferary reputation, t]:e

work would have made a totally diiler'nt appearance. In-

stead (»f pi'esenfin^ the reader wiili so many documents vor-

biitim, 1 should, as is usual have sjiven aiiMiaets of them in

my own words— -a>id thus formed a re;:^ular, c.»nnected nar-

r:»tive of events, i'ar more a^ijreeable to read, than ibe \>«nk

in i?s present form, and rather easier to write. i'he reader
may rest assured, that I have written tiiree pages in less

time than I employed in search for a single document, w hicli

does not occujjy one, and thereof J knew eii()Ui;;h to i^ive an
analysis of it. And lonsr. laborious searches for document
or newspaper par;ii;raphs. or essays, have not uniVeqiiejitly

b.'en w'iiolly in vain.

Btit though a thirst for literary reputation is far from il-

l;vu.!al)le—and though it insj)ires to great exertions, and has
b'en l!ie honoured parent of some of the m<ist stupendous
etfitrts of the hum.m mind--it has not had the slightest in-

fluenee on me in this case. It would he utterly unavailing
to coiititeract the loathing, the abhorrence I felt for enter-

ing into political discussion, or for making myself once more
an object of nt:w's paper assault, of w hich few men in private
liJV !?;ive been honoured with a greater share.

Xo. I appeal to heaven for the truth of what T now de-
clare. I soared to higher objects, far beyond stjclunarrow
views. I believed— I still believe—that a dissolution of the
uaion is cunteijiplated by a few ambitious and wicked men^
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