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e -HISTORY OF AMERICA.
B o o K inflitutJons differed m almoft every point from thofc of other

nations, to renounce all intercourfe with foreigners. In confe-

quence of this, they never went out of their own country ; they

held all fea-faring perfons in deteftation, as impious and pro-

fane; and fortifying their own harbours, they denied ftrangcrs

admittance into them"; and it was in the decline of their

power, that they again opened their ports, and refumed any

communication with foreigners.

•ftlicPhe-
niciaiu.

The charadler and fituation of the Phenicians were as favour-

able to the fpirit of commerce and difcovery as thofe of the

Egyptians were adverfe to it. They had no diftinguifhing pe-

culiarity in their manners and inftitutions ; they were not

addid^bed to any fingular and unfocial form of fuperftition ; they

could mingle with other nations without fcruple or reluctance.

The territory which they poffeffed was neither large nor fertile.

Commerce was the only fource from which they could derive

opulence or pow^er. Accordingly, the trade carried on by the

Phenicians of Sidon and Tyre, was more extenfive and enter-

prizing than that of any ftate in the ancient world. The ge-

nius of the Phenicians, as well as the objedt of their policy and

the fpirit of their laws, were entirely commercial. They were

a people of merchants who aimed at the empire of the fea, and

adlually poffeffed it. Their fliips not only frequented all the

ports in the Mediterranean, but they were the firft who ven-

tured beyond the ancient boundaries of navigation, and paffmg

theStreights of Gades, vifited the weftern coafts of Spain and

Africa. In many of the places to which they refortcd, tlicy

planted colonies, and communicated to the rude inhabitants

'' Died. Sicul. lib. i. p. 78. Ed. Weflblingi. Amd. 1756. Strabo, lib. xvii.

p.li^e. lid. Afiill. 1707,
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