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It was this man who made the Bre in the night

when he faw our (hips, which he judged to be

Englilh. During his ilay here, he faw feveral

(hips pafs by J but only two tame to an anchor.

As he went to view them, he found them to be

Spaniards, and retirt J from them ^ upon which

they (hot at him. Had they been French he

would have fubmitted, but chofe to rifque his

dying alone on the iOand rather than fall into

the hands of the Spaniards, becaufe he appre-

hended they would either murder, or make a

flavc of him in the mines •, for he feared they

would fpare no (Iranger that might be capable

of difcovering the South Seas. The Spaniards

had landed before he knew what they were, and

they came fo near him that he had much ado to

efcape; for they not only (hot at him, but pur-

fued him to the woods, where he climbed to the

top of a tree, at the foot of which they charged

their pieces, and killed feveral goats juft by,

but went off again without difcovering him*

He told us, that he was born at Largo, in the

county of Fife, and was bred a failor from his

youth. The reafon of his being left here was a

di(rerence between him and his Captain, which,

together with the (hip's being leaky, made him

willing rather to (lay here, than to go along with

him at firft, and when he was at laft willing to

go his Captain would not receive him. He had

been at the ifland before to wood and water,

when two of the (hip's company were left upon

it for fix months, till the (hip returned, being

chaced


