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houfc books of the Kings revenue j with the

quantity of the fame article, in the fame

port.*^, brought to account in the impofl-

books of the Colony revenue^ for fix years to-

gether 5 I could, with fome precifion, mark
the extent of it. I own I did always ap-

prehend that two- pence ^^r gallon on foreign

melaflcs imported into any Britiih planta-

tion, (and fo in proportion of fugars,) was

the beft rate at which to fix this duty ; that

being thus moderate y it might be eafier and

with lefs alarm and oppofition collected, and

might therefore the fooner introduce the

pradice of fliir trade, and the fooner become
an effecihve revenue : But when I fee a

groundlefs clamour raifed, which reprefents

the rate fixed by the late revenue-adl, as de-

fi:rud:ive of the American diflillery; as ruin-

ous to the American fifliery ; as a prohibition

of the returns made from the foreip-n iflandso
for the North American filh ; I mufl ovv^n

that I have never iccn any fadt ilated, or cal-

culation fairly made, on which fuch afTer-

tions found themfeIves,
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The French ifles, fince the furrendcr of

Canada and Louifiana, mufl depend entirely

for their fupplies of lumber, Ibaves, heads,

provifions, live frock, horfes, Sec. on the Bri-

tiili Colonics, immediately exported from
thei^ce to thufe iilcs -, unlefs by fome means

flipplied


