
VARIETIES OF THE IIU.MAN SPECIES.
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him at oiirc to llic physical, as well as to tlic nuiral* ciicMmistaiiccs in \vliich hi'

was to ihvcll ujMiu tin; cartli ? It is iiuk'cd dilliciilt to imaiiiiic tlia( an all-wist'

I'roviikiicc. al'tcr having hy the Dcluuic distroycil all nianUind cxccptiiiii the

I'aniily of Noah, should Icavi- these to eonihat. and Avith secnuMiiiy uncertain and

inadetpiate means, the various external causes that tended to oppose tlie ureat

id)jeot of their dispersion: and we are left to the reasonahle conclusio'i. tlial i acli

Race was adapted from the heiiinninji to its peculiar local destination. In 'ilher

words, it is assumed, that the physical charaeti rislio \vhich distinguish the dillen nl

Races, are independent of extt'rnal causes.

Such appear to have heeu the primitive distinctions among men : hut hostile

invasions, tlu^ migrator} hahits ol' some trilies. and the casual dispersion of others

into remote localities, have a constant tendency to coiifnund these peculiarities: and

the proximity of two races has uniformly given ri^e to an intermediate variety,

partaking of tin,' cliai'acters of hotli. \vitliout heiiig identical \\ith either: tiiese are

called Dii.rrd niccn.

The grouping of mankiiul into Races, has occu])ied the ingenuity of many of

tile hest naturalists of the pa^t and present century: and lure again \\i' ohserve

that diversity of opinion wiiich is so freciuent in human researches. Linna'us

referred all the human family to hve races, vi/, : tiie American, the European, tiie

Asiatic, ami tiie African, and individuals of jireternalural confornudion. Tin'

Count de BuH'on proposed ^ix great divisions, viz: I. The Ilyperliorean or La[>-

landei'. which emliraces the I'olar nations.

—

2, 'i'lie Tartar, which includes tlir

eastern anil central nations of Asia.—3. The Southern Asiatic, \vhich emi)races

the South Sea Islanders.— I. The iMiropean.— "i, 'I'he Ethiopian.—And fi. The

American. At a suliseiiuent peiioil Hullon reduced the races to live, by grouping

tile Laplanders with the Tartars, inasmuch as he regarded the one as a degenerate

hranch of the other.

t

More recently Profes-or lihuneiiliach. of (Jottingen, to whom tliis department

of science is under great obligations, has adopted the arrangenunt of Hidlbn ;

changing the names, however, of smne of the divisions, and assigning, with much

greater accuracy, their geographical distribution. Thus, the Laplaiuler and Tartar

of IJidl'on constitute tlie Mongolian varit ty of Rlumenbacli : the Southern Asiatic

of the one corresponds to the ^lalay of the othei': and the European and Caucasian

represent the same i)eo|)le in l)oth arrangenunts.

The system of the celiiirated Cuvier is >till more elenuntary. for it proposes

(U:ni;sis, IX, 2'), 2li, JT. t SoNMN-r- liuKfdV, \X. ]i. I JO, &C.


