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was. When near death, he made a confession

which was believed to be true by all whom I heard

speak on the subject. He confessed himself to

have been a pirate, and to have served on board the

vessel which captured that which was conveyinjj

Mrs. Alston. He declared that she was shut up

below while the captain and crew were being mur-

dered on deck. She was then brought up, and was

present at the decision that it would not be safe to

sj)are her life. She was ordered to walk the plank,

with her child in her arms ; and, finding all quiet

remonstrance vain, she did it, without hesitation or

visible tremor. The recollection of it was too much

for the pirate in his dying moments.

About a year before his death, Colonel Burr

sanctioned the publication of a so-called life of him-

self; a panegyric which leaves in the reader's mind

the strongest conviction of the reality of his western

adventures, and of the justice of every important

charge against him. He died last year ; and it

will probably be soon known with exactness whe-

ther he took care that his secrets should be buried

with him, or whether he made arrangements for

some light being at length thrown on his eventful

and mysterious history.
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