
THROUGH THE CANADAS.

fnnny feet higher tlian that of llu; hitter, into u1m)sc bosom it

ruslu's, with tlie boundless iinpotuonity uhtudy reiiKirkcd.

On the north side of the ni(»utli of tlic Suguenay, is the Iiurboiir

of Tadoussac, capable of atfording shelter and aucliora;j[e, for a

number of vessels of a Iai|;(; si/e. Prtivioiis to the establislnncnt

ot a colony in Canada, this place was frequented, for tiie purposa

of carrying on the fur trade. Several small settlements belong-

ing to goverment, are placed along the northern toast of the Saint

Lawrence. These arc usually known by the appellation of tliG

Kind's Posts^ and arc let, for a term of years, to commercial

people, for the design of conducting a traflic for peltry with the

savages, and also for the salmon, whale, seal, and porpus fisheries.

Their several names are, Tadoussac, Chicoutami, seventy-five

miles up the Saguenay;a post on Lake Saint John, Aj^huabmau-

chuan, Mistaslmi, les Isles de Jeremie on the sea. Seven Islands,

and Point De-Monts. At these various situations, previous io

the year 180C, about eighty Canadians were employed in hunt-

. ing, and purchasing furs from the Indians in winter, and during

sununer, in the salmon fishery, for which die river iVloisie, eigh-

teen miles below the Seven Islands, afford a most productive fi» id.

Chicoutami is the only situation ou the Saguenay, where the

soil is fertile, and abounds with limber of an excellent growth.

It has been found by experiment, that grain will rijien miuli

sooner there than at Quebec, although placed consiiLrably to tlio

northwards of that city. The vicinity of the sea, to the former,

disarms the winter of a portion of its severity, and produces an

ci^rlier spring.

AMIABLE SAVAGES.
The natives in possession of the track of country around Lake

Saint John, and on the borders of the Saguenay, are iiunied

Mountaineers, and are descended from the Algonquins. Tiiey

are neither so tall, nor so well formed, as the savages that range

throughout the north-west country, and are also .strangers to that

sanguinary ferocity, by which many of the Indian tribes are cha-

racterized. They are remarkable for the mildnesi), and gentleness

of their manners, and are never known to use an offensive weapon
against each other, or to kill, or wound, any person whatever.

Nor can the effects of spirituous liquors, so baneful to oilier

natives, excite them to cruelty, or vindictive passion. Their

behaviour is uniformly orderly and decent ; their mode of dress

is the same as that which now prevails, among the other savages

•who have intercourse with Europeans ; and the stufls, and silks,

for which they exchange their furs, are often rich and cosily.

Their whole number is about thirteen hundred ; nearly one-

half being converted to the Christian faith, and the other half


