
Our Telegraph

Till" luisiiicss of elt'Ctric telef;rapli\'. while its orijjin is not too remote to he witliiii

till' iii(-moi\' of persons still lixuii;, has iindtrttone considi ralile cliani,'e dnrini,'

llic li\i' and ImiIx scais that have elapsed --ince it'- foinidin<,'. |)ill(Tent

linropean iinentdts ha\e laid (laiin td tin disroverv of the pcssiliilitv of exchan^nnf,'

signals thi(>UL;li a lonj; wire li\ means of an electric cnirt-nt •,'tneratcd liv liatteiies.

W'heatstone. llain, Ampere, and Morse, are names intimately (oniiected with ( (nn-

merciai telej."'apli}', Init the father of the s\stem. now so familiar on tliis contineni, is

vrenerally acknowledged to he the late S. F. 1>. Morse. Il'_' it was who invented the

code of sif,'nals now in snch nniversal use in .\merica, and he erected thf lir.st mile

inechanisni and line from Haltunore to \\"ashini;ton. which lift v \e;irs .i^jo transmuted

the historical nu'ssa,L;e. "What liatli ( lod wr. ni^lit I

"

Canada was not liehiiidhand in a<loptiii!,' the lit;htnin<i ;is .1 messenj,'er of cnni

merce. lor in the year iS)7 we lind the Montreal Telej^'raph ('om[)any foiiiuled,

with a capital of ?^'"'.ooo ami sixieeii ollices on a single-wire line between ( )iieliec

and Toronto. The receipts for the entire line for Aii-^'Mst that \f.n were ' 7 iSjs) per

da\ : for Scptemiur, { o : tor Ottoliei, ' i'i:for Novemlu r. f i
"^

; dt cre.isin;,' in Mect-miici,

win n naxiuation had closed, to .{ 13. I'itty ilollars a dav wa> the avera^'C then— lhiit\

Ncais later it was seventeen hundred and fifty. I-"rom Toronto !o Montreal a messa},'e

cost, at first, js. ()d.. Halifax currency, iind to (Quebec. 4s. od., or iiinetv 1 cnls. In iSs^

the tariff from Toronto to ( hic.if.'o was S"-- 3d., or Si.05 for ten words.

Machines for renisterim; the ^itiiials upon a strip of paper. mo\cd Ia < lock -work,

were used ill the earU' da\s. ••Sounders " wt-rc not then in use, for •• l.akiii^; |)\ sound
"

was as \(t undiscovered .\n opi'i.itor Ihid lo keep lii^ <\i 011 the tape and itaiiscrilie

the cltsi>ati h, inlerpretui!; the dots ,ind dashes therefrom, besides kecpmi,' th' mas^'ivc,

laboriiiLT. brass nuu liine wound up as the wciudit ran down. Tlie scientih( , liaidly less

than the popular mind, was pn/zled ulieii in i--3i it was dcmonstr.'it( il tli.il ,111 expiit

telegrapher emild read the si;.;nal> by the sound which tlie instrument m.ule 111 maikiuf;

the paper, as coirc'ctlv as b\- usin<,' his e\isif,dit. Tlie first person in ("anad.i to pciloim

this feat w.is. we believe. Mr. lien. 1!. 'I'ovc. now electrician >)f the (ire, it Ndilli

W'eslein Telei^raph ("ompaiiv in I'oronto. (ireat has been the stiides from the

methods of those davs. There are sounding relays, switches, repeaters. ,ind a f,'reat

varietv of appliances devised of late years. Then there is the duplex s\stem. sm ceeded

bv tlie i|u.idriiplex. and now even the sexuplex : thi'^ last invention h,is put into a( tu.il

woikiuL; the appaK nth impossible, for bv its use not two or tour onlv. but six messages

can be sent (// inut over the s.inie wire.

I'Orty ye.irs ago, Mi. ( ). S. Wood was president of the .Montieal fclegiaph

Company. Mr. |ames H.ikeis, its secretai v. .ind Mi. II. 1'. I'wight.the Toronto aueiit.

.Among those connected with the woikiiiL; of the Cotrpanv in those davs were (ieoigi'

II.)

Ill


