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18 7"//A' SELKIRK SETTLERS

known on tliese free prairies ; but up to tliat

point it was the best they knew, and wlien the

fiat went forth that tlvey imist vacate tluur

homes and holdin^jjs, many a lieart- rending scene

can be imagined. I liave often heard my fatlier

speak of the cruel evictions lie witnessed as a

boy, when whole families w^ere turned out on the

strath with their poor " {^ear " to witness tlie

l)urnin^of their dearly beloved, if lnnnble,c;ibin.

To such a persecuted people Lord Selkirk came

as a rescuing angel, an<l though, as we have said,

he may have had some regard to the advantage

of his company, and thougli some promises he

made to the settlers he did not fulfil, owing to

many entanglements in the conflicts for the fur

trade, yet on the whole his treatment of the

colonists and his efforts on their behalf were such

tliat, when he returned with ruined health an<l

shattered fortune to die in Scotland, in 1820, his

loss was deeply mourned by the settlers, whose

descendants have delighted in giving his name

to points and places all over the West.

The work of bringing the colonists to the

Red River by way of Hudson's Bay was not


