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All .irc rliL^nhk? to in(,'mbcrshi|) in iIk; Holy /'\v)ii/y, for

all art! concerned in the work it aims at accomi)lishin^-, and

all can help it forward by the force of numbers and by

mutual edification at home antl in the public asseinl)lies in

the church. We know full well how orderly and pious is

the household life of our faithful p(;o[)l(! generally, and how
free from the least taint ot the viclousness ami religious in-

difference i.h.it infects lh(; atmosphere of the (Uiler workl.

It ma\' be asked what need haxc: good Catholics,

such as the L', of membership in the //o/y Fa)iiiiy?

But the fathers ami mothers who thus \igilantly guard

the sacredness of their fireside, are thc;y who will best

appreciate the powerful assistance supplit^d them by the

church for sustainment in their meritorious efforts and
the better assurance of permanent success, '['he children

may outgrow the parents' tutelage, or it may please Gt)d

to call the heads of the fanu"ly out of life ; and, in either

event, it will be well if the Church shall retain a hold ujjon

the hearts of the young man and the young w(Mnan for the

continuance of their pious parents' teaching and example
through the repeated lessons and discipline of the }Ioly

Family. It is. moreover, a duty of Christian charity to aid

one ancnher in spiritual, no less than in temporal. nect;ssi-

ties. Whence, th(;y wh.o have, through God's bounty, been

favoured with 'greater richness of taithand more ardent zeal

for the promotion of piety and goodness in their own do-

mestic circles, ou'dit, in thankfulness to their heavenlv

Fath(*r and charity to II is less lavoured children, contribute

to the diffusion of the peace and joy of holiness through

their neighbours' homes, and the creation of a high religious

and moral tone in Catholic society, by active co-operation in

a work, whose ii\'\(k is to make others be what tlicy are, to

reu^ulate disorderlv households in conformitv with the rules

of religion, to recall the erring, to confirm the weak, to ele-

vate the depressed, to counteract evil example and the bane-

ful influence of human respect, and by united effort to main-


