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Ottawa workiiiginen this story. Years ago, when Parliament

was sitting in Toronto, we had a live months' session. I was
in the Government, and I had a very hard fight, because the

Opposition was led by a man—George Brown—by a strong

man, who niadt* a strong fight of it We got through at last,

and when the guns were firing, telling us that the Oovemor-
(leneral was coming down to prorogue the House, a great

friend of min<! came up to me and said : "John A., you do
not care a farthing for us now ; when the Governor comes we
have to go, and you no longer care." "No, my good friend,"

I said, " I have l)een kissing your feet for the last five months,

and now you may kiss mine for the next seven." (Laughter.)

So it was with thv, workingmen of Ottawa. For four years

they were wandc^ring round imploring the people to give them
work. Now, in Ottawa the l)oot is on the other leg, and if I

want any work done T cannot get it done because the men are

so fully employed—(loud cheers)—and T think it is the same
in Toronto, Hamilton, and elsewhere. The boot is on the

other leg, and long may it remain thera (Enthusiastic

clKiers.) Every session during the last three years of Mr.
Mackenzie's Government I moved an amendment in favor of

the National Policy, but it was derided, laughed at, and voted
down. 1 was treated contemptuously, as a theorist, as a man
of no practical policy, and as merely getting up clap-trap

notions for clap-trap purposes. The moment we came into

power we carried the National Policy. For one whole month,
night and day, Messrs. Mackenzie, Blake, Mills, Sir Richard
Cartwright, and the whole of their party opposed every step

we took, every motion we made, every readjustment we
suggested, and opposed our tariff, both in principle and detail.

The G/ode, gentlemen, which is the able exponent of the

principles of the Opposition, has been a free trade journal and
is so now. Up to three weeks ago it advanced arguments in

favor of free trade. Now, at the last moment, these gentlemen,
finding that they are going to the people, that they want their

votes, come to you, cap in hand, and say, " Gentlemen, we
don't intend at all to interfere with the manufacturers."
(Laughter.) Well, gentlemen, they were either fools or
rogues ; fools if they opposed a policy which they now admit
was correct, or rogues for opposing it for factious purposes.

What say they nowl Mr. Mackenzie says, "We don't
intend to disturb the manufacturers ; we are going to educate
them to
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