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of tlif Peuple ; a sixtli. heaiing ttie iKiiiie of Caiiada's

iiiost aïK'ieiit cit)' : asevotitli, lieariiii; tlie iiaiiK' ofoiir own
heloveil Montréal, rivalliii^ in point of capital invested

every haiikiiit; institution on tliis continent, ami surp iNsed

in that res])ccl oiily hy llie two greatest llnancial institii

tions of tlie worUl, tlie Bank ol' IviiHland .ind llie lî.iuk of

France. Were \ve to look .iround froin tlie spot wlierc \ve

are now assenihled, niaiiy otlier important Ntiiiotmi-s, indi-

cating important enterprises, woiild ho seen. Ail aronnd

are ^rouped otlier financial institutions of cliaracter and

nanie. Hère a hnilding demands our interest froni tlie

ma.ssiveness of its structure, another from tlie l)eaiit\ of its

design, another from tlie ainbitious liei^lit to wliicli it lias

attained - wlieii filled, as heeliives are filled, witii liunian

beiiigs eiiga,>;ed in every dep.irtnient of industrial or pro-

fessionnal life. Ail over llie slope, from tlie hase of tlie

Montréal inount to tlie ,St. Lawrence, palalial resiilences

or luimhle dwellings, or work-shops or factories, or

oflices cover tlie land and give eviilenee of industry and

frugality long contimied in security and jieace. But lie

would see niucli more. Ile would see wliat is greater tlian

wealtli and ail tliat wealtli can procure. Ile woiild ,see

around him évidence of tlie iiiner life of tlie people, in-

coniparahl\' more important tlian ail external greatness.

Montréal is, empliatically, acity ofcliurclies, and a cliurcli,

Mr. Président, dedicated to tlie liviiig God is, wliatever

inay be its teiiets, an ontward manifestation of tlie inner

life of those wlio erected it. In front of this imposing

structure to wliicli tlie face of de Maisonneuve is turned,

I cannot liel]) adniiring tlie lot, liard in tlie hegiiining,

•softeiied as tiiiie wore on. of tlie descendants of those early,

tliose intrepid pioneers I l'"rom llie risiiig of tlie siin lo llie

going dowii tliereof niay he seen, at ail seasons, grouped

around Ihe allar of this colossal eilifice, Xotre-D.ime, on tlie

.shores of the St. Lawrence, a peace loving, a God-fearing,

a pions and a coiiteiited people ; and ail over tlie city those

of other creeds and of otlier nalionalities ;ire nol less

grateful for the liappiiiess and for llie liherty of conscience

wliicli tlie\- eiijoy. Mr. Cliainnan, Montréal is tardy in

erecling nionunienls tôlier greal men. Sliehas heeii singii

larly slow in recordiiig her .sensé of the ol)ligation which

she owes to lier greal founder. And wliy i In llie p.iges

ofhistory, the naine of Paul de Maisonneuve occnrs as

that of one uniting intrepid daring witli a gentleness

almost maideiily, a dévotion to duty, liowever ha/ardous

in exécution, and an ohedieiice the niost complète to the

détails of honor and of duty. This trait of de Maison-

iieu\e's is wi.sely recorded on one of the tahlets. When
attenipts were made to dissuade him from attempling an

enterprise franghl witli péril, lie replied :
" Honor and

duty alike impel me, and I sliall go, even were every tree

on the i.sland of Montréal an Iroiiuois. " But more tlian

250 yeats afler this occurred, lie is " firsl .seen in acts of

prowess eminent, " recorded in ilurahle hra.ss. To you

citi/eiis of Montréal, who hâve procured the means where-

willi to erect this Irilnite of gratitude, it niust he toyou, as

it is to every one of i).itriotic feeling. a matter of pride and
s.itisfaction that the geiiiiis of a young Canadian lias con-

ceived and imagined. and the cuniiillgof llis right liaild lias

sliap.'d and f.ishioiied this heauliful, this finished work of

art. Let us li<)|X' th 11 staUie-i ol'licques Cartier, the dis

coverer of Canada : and yet of another, Cartier, tliewi.se

legislator
: and of .1 Logan. who studied so deligently and

so well the geolog> and paleontology of this counlry ; and

of a L (fontaine, who kfi the itnpress of liis greal niind on

oiir statute hook ; and ol another, one of the niost geiitle

cliaracters, thaï so heautifnl in lus unliinely death, de Lo-

riniier ; and others that do nol (u-cur to me at the instant

nia\- follow (juickly lo show that Can.ula, loo, lias liad lier

greal men and tli.il she is willing to do tlieiii honor. If

we nia\ dilTer as lo the iiieii who slioiild he honored,

tliere is a feinale figure, which the artisl lias placed on a

corner hère, the etfigy ol one greal in heroisni as de

Maisonneuve himself, and, for a womaii, greater, for she

Irusted herself to an almost unknown .sea and to a liandful

of sailors, that she niiglit conie to thèse shores to tend llie

sick and the wonnded. And when, for one hundred and

fifl\ years, the institution she estahlished was the only

one in this city devoted lo the alleviation of luiman sufTer-

ing. Miss Malice sliould not he forgotlen in the eveiitful

ceremony of this day, and as the day of woman's riglils,

I liope the ladies who liear me nia\' exercise tlieir pri-

vik'ge in her regard."

.Sir William tlieii said a few words in favor of prt;-

serxing, witli the grealest care everylhing relating to the

early history of the country, and commended in an espe-

cia! inanner the work of Ihe Xnmismatic sociely and of

tlie de Raiiie/a\- collection.

DISCOURS UK M. L'ABBE COLIN,

.Sii|)ri ifiir ili- S.iiiil-Suli u-r.

LxcellellCe,

.M. le Président,

Mesdames et Messieurs,

LorsipTesl loiiihé le voile qui nous dérobait la slaUie,

je ne sais (piel frémisseiiienl de joie mêdée d'admiration a

passé par toutes les poitrines : une grande figure nous

apparaissait, et .avec cette figure, les plus nobles traits de

notre histoire, les plus beaux souvenirs de la nation.

.Saluons le fondateur, le père de Montréal, l'un tles

insignes bienfaiteurs du pays, l'un de se.s libérateurs,

l'illustre de Mai.soniieuve, notre gloire ; saluonsde avec

un juste eiilhousiasine.

(^(lel étonnemeiil pour ce grand homme de se revoir

a])rès deux cent trente ans d'ab.sence, an .sein de cette

ville opulente. Lu présence de ces riches palais, de ces

.soniptueiises constructions, de ces gigante.sques voies


