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lie says: do so. I say that it is desirable in the
Before closing, I would say a word or two as to interests of the good government of Canada

what we are seeking. As it has been already that we should preserve the constitutional
remarked, we are not asking for any declaration as liberties not only of the Dominion Parlia-to the extent of the relief to be given by the Gov- ment, but of the legislatures of the variousernor Generall Wa e jierely ask that it should b provinces as clearly and as closely as weheld that hie has jurisdiction to hear our prayer,prvneascary nd scoeyaswand to grant us some relief if he thinks proper to possibly can, that we should expand them
do so. It may be that the Dominion authorities rather than contract them. The principlemay 'lot choose to re-establish us in all the rights that is in the minds of some of the peoplead priviledges that we enjoyed prior to this Act of Canada to-day is that under remedialof 1890.ofCnd odyi htudrrm ia
You will see that, in the appeal to the legislation these liberties should be contrac-
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, ted rather than expanded. I raise my
the ciunsel for the Roman Catholic minority voice on behalfof the good governmentof this

cotend 1 for the oicion ori country. Canada is being governed on the
ties mighthe that the Dominion author- sound basis of self-government, not asmilhtight only grant a portion or they Russia is governed, by an autocratie. Thistieht grant the whole. If they were en- is a democratic country under the demo-

wholed thgrant only a portion and not the cratic influence of the British constitution,
visl, terefore they might consider it ad- the most enlightened, I may say in history,visible not to grant any at all. That is the u, which in su to
Position in which the matter stands before undera limited monarchy, which is subject to
the Parliament of Can da today The mat the constitutional power of Parliament, that
ter will ae mt that constitutional liberty is greater thanthe e in the hands of Parliament after is known in any country in the world. Weprovince of Manitoba has notified the must not impair that constitution in anyDominion Government as to what stand they degree, abridge any liberty that it confersWill take in regard to it. So far as we are able on the people of Canada. Therefore, I

tobast d rom public opinion in Mani- think this is not an ordinary case which is
iteb e isposition was not to accept any now before the people. We are asked tointerference from the Dominion authority establish a precedent in one direction orin regard to the provincial legislation enact- another which will influence the future ofed ai 1890. But that whatever legislation this country for all time in an injurious or
was e ary, whatever the rights were, it a beneficial way. At page 266 of this book,an agreement between the Mr. Blake concludes his argument beforeDominion Government and the people who the Lords of the Privy Council as follows:.xisted in Manitoba in 1870. However, Iaa not in the confidence of the government What we ask your Lordships is, what theof anitoba, and we will sea what action privileges were and how far they have beenthey will take when the legislature meets infringed; and then we propose to ask the Gover-
again next month 1 'l nor General to determine how far he will go. i
tract fron th. I wil read another ex- do not ask your Lordships to make any suggestion
Chancellor h.s blue-book. The Lord as to his action, which I conceive from the begin-

Generall. says with regard to the Governor ning is political. He is to be instructed as to the
law ; and then his action and the action of the

He cannot do anath . Parliainent will carry the thing out.ertot onying hinself. Andi the last
resort the only person or body who can do any- I have quoted Mr. Blake, who was thething mnore are the Parliament of Canada, who are
certainly not under legal compulsion to act and leading counsel for the appellants. I havecertainly woul fnot act unless they conceived there quoted Mr. Ewart, who was also counsel forwas sonie substantial ground for it. the a

xr the ppellants. I have quoted also the idea
Ou see the Lord Chancellor Lord Wat-son, the Lords of the Council generally haveshown the constit utional Power of Parliament

is preserved in all its principles, that if achange of mmd should corne over the Cana-dian people in their policy as laid down 20or 25 years ago, that so far as the Parlia-
ment of Canada is concerned it is at perfectliberty to take some other course if theythink it desirable in the public interest to

that passed through the minds of the Judi-
cial Committee themselves as they were im-
pressed from day to day by the arguments
brought before them. All those go to show
to you that the action of the Parliament
now is a political action and not in any sense
a judicial action-that both under the
British North America Act and the Man-
itoba Act the right of any minority is merely
the right to appeal to Parliament, and


