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He says

Before closing, I would say a word or two as to

What we are secking. As it has been alread
zzn;lzl‘ked, we are notgasking for any declaration a);
emox—e é:rtxintld the relief to be given by the Gov-
held thet }I‘:h W e‘.me:rel.y ask that it should be
and to grant “:s ]uusdlf'tloq to hea.,r our prayer,
do 50, Tt ]somt}z] relief if he‘tl}mks proper to
may not Choosy ;e that c};e‘Domm.mn author:ltles
and priviles ez tl0 re-establish us inall the rights
of 1800, ges that we enjoyed prior to this Act
Yl;)&{ _Wllll see that, in the appeal to the
the L‘(’:& Committee of the Privy Council,
conts udn;;al for the Roman Catholic minority
thos nc . there that the Dominion authori-
mifrhlt:ng t only grant a portion or they
titfed t%mnt the whole. I.f they were en-
whole t‘hgl‘a.nt only a portion and not the
visakl erefore they might consider it ad-
able not to grant any at all. That is the
It’ﬁ:‘%oﬂl_m which the matter stands before
tor w'Tlr ll)arl}ent of Canada to-day. The mat-
the ; e in the ha.n;ls of Parliament after
Onfi ovince of Manitoba has notified the
will tar.ll;m} Governmel}t as to what stand they
to asceri;p regard to it. _So far as we are able
toba 1 g} from public opinion in Mani-
intex’-f € disposition was not to accept any
in re el‘?ince from the Dominion authority
ol ing?gggo the provincial legislation enact-
W8S necnc. But that whatever legislation
Was me“i""y » Whatever the rights were, it
Dominio:;e é an agreement between the
existed | MOVe'rnmer‘lt and the people who
am mot in }amtoba in 1870. However, 1
of Ma.n‘:l l";le confidence of the government
1woba, and we will ses what action

they wil] X
aga)i'n nexttake when the legislature meets

tract frommont.h' I will read another ex-

Chancell . The Lord
Gen:::] :0 * says with regard to the Governor

He cannot do an
resort the onl

; unl iv .
Wwas some substantial groul(:;sft,};‘e‘,); conceived there

801} :‘1: s% the Lord Chancellor, Lord Wat-
on, e Lords of the Counci] generally have
shown the constitutional power of Parliament
lSh preserved in all its Principles, that if a
((:1 iange of mind should come over the Cana-
Ora;5people In their policy as laid down 20

years ago, that so far as the Parlia-

il:s;l:;; of Canada is concerned it is at perfect
the Y to take some other course if the
hink it desirab y

le in the public interest to

do so. I say that it is desirable in the
interests of the good government of Canada
that we should preserve the constitutional
liberties not only of the Dominion Parlia-
ment, but of the legislatures of the various
provinces as clearly and as closely as we
possibly can, that we should expand them
rather than contract them. The principle
that is in the minds of some of the people
of Canada to-day is that under remedial
legislation these liberties should be contrac-
ted rather than expanded. I raise my
voice on behalfof the good governmentof this
country. Canada is being governed on the
sound basis of self-government, not as
Russia is governed, by an autocratic. This
is a democratic country under the demo-
cratic influence of the British constitution,
the most enlightened, I may say in history,
undera limited monarchy, which is subject to
the constitutional power of Parliament, that
that constitutional liberty is greater than
is known in any country in the world. We
must not impair that constitution in any
degree, abridge any liberty that it confers
on the people of Canada. Therefore, I
think this is not an ordinary case which is
now before the people. We are asked to
establish a precedent in one direction or
another which will influence the future of
this country for all time in an injurious or
a beneficial way. At page 266 of this book,
Mr. Blake concludes his argument before
the Lords of the Privy Council as follows:

What we ask your Lordships is, what the
privileges were and how far they have been
infringed ; and then we propose to ask the Gover-
nor General to determine how far he will go. 1
do not ask your Lordships to make any suggestion
as to his action, which I conceive from the begin-
ning is political. He is to be instructed as to the
law ; and then his action and the action of the
Parliament will carry the thing out.

I have quoted Mr. Blake, who was the
leading counsel for the appellants. I have
quoted Mr. Ewart, who was also counsel for
the appellants. I have quoted also the idea
that passed through the minds of the Judi-
cial Committee themselves as they were im-
pressed from day to day by the arguments
brought before them. All those go to show
to you that the action of the Parliament
now is a political action and not in any sense
a judicial action—that both under the
British North America Act and the Man-
itoba Act the right of any minority is merely
the right to appeal to Parliament, and



