
COMMONS DEBATES December 23. 1988
Canada-U.S. Free Trade Agreement

Even within that Liberal bastion we know so well in
York North, The Toronto Star, economist Richard
Lipsey wrote about free trade:

Consumers of Canada unite. You have nothing to lose but your
high prices.

The Free Trade Agreement achieves four significant
objectives for Canada. It eliminates the remaining
tariffs over the next four years and reduces non-tariff
barriers. The Free Trade Agreement liberalizes invest-
ment flows between the two countries. The Free Trade
Agreement allows Canadian and American service
industries to compete on favourable terms within the
two countries. It establishes effective and impartial
procedures for the resolution of future trade disputes,
something we have been wanting for years.

The Free Trade Agreement will preserve existing jobs
in York North, especially those which are dependent on
trade. The Agreement will lead to more and better jobs
for York North constituents, paying higher wages,
putting more money in the pockets of more people and
providing more and better priced goods for purchase by
consumers in York North and throughout Canada.

I believe that this agreement is truly about Canada's
future and today's youth. With the national debt as high
as it is we all know in this House and in this country
when we have a large debt to pay we have to do one or
both of two things we either decrease our expenses or we
increase our revenues. The Free Trade Agreement will
work toward that imperative, the paying down of the
national debt as we increase revenues for Canadians.

The future prosperity of our nation will some day rest
in the hands of our children. I believe that the Free
Trade Agreement will provide them with the foundation
they need to accomplish great things and, as it should
be, to benefit themselves from their own accomplish-
ments. People create prosperity, not governments. But
government must provide the people with free access to
the markets they need. This Government has done that,
Madam Speaker. This Government has acknowledged
that Canadians are traders, that Canadians are innova-
tors and that Canadians are winners.

For the opportunities that the Free Trade Agreement
provides enterprising Canadians in York North and
Canadians throughout the nation I want to thank the
Prime Minister (Mr. Mulroney) and the Minister for
International Trade (Mr. Crosbie), all their colleagues
and negotiators and this Government. This is the best
next best step for developing our local businesses, our
industries so that the people in York North, formerly

living in bedroom communities can now begin to employ
themselves.

We have all heard the Opposition's arguments against
the Free Trade Agreement. Time and time again we
have heard the same tiresome chant about water, social
programs and subsidies and about a lot of things not in
the Free Trade Agreement. While the recent past
election was an arduous and emotionally inflamed
affair, I am, nonetheless, pleased that the matter has
been given a complete airing.

Never before has an issue been so intensely debated,
and now the people have decided. The people have
decided that if you cannot get along with your closest
neighbour, you cannot get along with anyone. The
people have decided that the time has come to protect
Canada's economic future and to end the trade war with
the United States. The people have decided that a more
secure access to U.S. markets allows us the confidence
and the opportunities to enrich our manufacturing
industries and increase the amount of processing we do
to our own raw materials. The people have decided that
Canadians can compete in the U.S. market because
when it comes to export marketing, Canadians are the
best in the world.

We do have industries in this country that do have the
know-how and the record. Some of our industries export
up to 85 per cent and 90 per cent of their output. From
my perspective as a former international trade journal
publisher and from this vantage point in the far corner
of this House, I believe that I have found the true reason
that the two opposition Parties are trying to outdo each
other in their anti-free trade tirades.
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I go back to the commencement of the last election
campaign. As a journalist and publisher, I examined the
machinations of the three Parties going through the
process of attempting to decide what their platform
would be. I believe that my colleagues on this side of the
House also know that the real motivator is fear. Mem-
bers of the opposition fear that the Free Trade Agree-
ment is so good, that it will make Canada so strong, that
Canadians will become so prosperous and thankful that
they will elect a Conservative Government for the next
20 years. That is the real concern of the Opposition.

Representatives of industry, businessmen, and the
people have spoken in favour of free trade, and given
that it is a commercial trade agreement, those are
probably the people to whom we should listen, We
should take it from the hands of parliamentarians and
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