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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, November 7, 1986

The House met at 11 a.m.

[English]
THE LATE LUCIE GRATTON

Mr. Speaker: I would like to inform all Hon. Members of
the House that Lucie Gratton, whose services as a procedural
clerk with the House of Commons have been greatly appreciat-
ed since 1978, passed away yesterday at the age of 30 years
after a long and valiant fight against cancer. On behalf of the
Members and staff of the House of Commons, I have
expressed my deepest sympathy to her husband, Michael
Kirby, one of our Principal Clerks, and to her mother,
Pierrette Gratton, Administrative Assistant to the Sergeant-at-
Arms.

STATEMENTS PURSUANT TO S.0. 21

[Translation]

QUEBEC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN HULL

Mr. André Plourde (Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup): On
Saturday and Sunday November 14 and 15, Mr. Speaker, in
the City of Hull the Quebec Chamber of Commerce will hold
its annual convention. This apolitical organization includes
over 210 local and regional Quebec chambers of commerce.

I want to focus on this annual event because it highlights the
socio-economic prospects in the Province of Quebec.

On behalf of the Government of Canada I extend a warm
welcome to all delegates and wish them great success in their
endeavour, more particularly to the representatives of the
chambers of commerce of the Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup
riding who have accomplished an outstanding job in their
respective municipalities.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of all chambers of commerce
members, I should like to thank the Prime Minister (Mr.
Mulroney) for responding to their invitation to be the guest
speaker at the annual dinner next Sunday. This is the first
time a Canadian Prime Minister has agreed to make an
appearance at a Quebec Chamber of Commerce convention,
and we are very proud indeed. Best success to all participants.

SOCIAL SECURITY

DELIVERY OF CHEQUES—NEED TO IMPROVE SYSTEM

Mr. Gilles Grondin (Saint-Maurice): Mr. Speaker, a
number of workers in my riding who are entitled to labour
adjustment benefits are not treated quite as well as the
recipients of other Government services—unemployment
insurance, old age security, family allowances and so on—who
all receive their benefits on the appointed date.

Unfortunately workers who depend on labour adjustment
benefits are not as lucky. Those who have to complete a
questionnaire every other week must sometimes wait for four
or five weeks before they get their cheque, which is a source of
untold problems since the amounts involved are not very big to
begin with. Every time they receive a cheque they have no idea
when the next one will arrive.

I would therefore ask that a special effort be made so these
people will not be victimized by delays resulting from adminis-
trative bottlenecks in the Department of Manpower and
Immigration or from Canada Post delivery problems.

There is room for improvement in this service, and the
recipients are frustrated by the response they get from some of
the civil servants who handle their case.

o (1105)

[English]
ATOMIC ENERGY CONTROL BOARD

REQUEST FOR APPOINTMENT OF LABOUR REPRESENTATIVE

Mr. Bill Blaikie (Winnipeg—Birds Hill): Mr. Speaker, as
you may know, the federal NDP is conducting an inquiry into
the nuclear industry in Canada, partly as a result of the failure
of the Progressive Conservative Government to live up to the
promise that it made to the Canadian people to have such an
inquiry.

We had our first hearings in Toronto last week at which we
had the opportunity to meet with representatives of CUPE
1000, the union local that represents most of the workers at
Ontario Hydro. One of the matters they brought to our
attention was the request by the Canadian Labour Congress
for the Government to appoint a labour member to the Atomic
Energy Control Board.



