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If I were to judge by any morsel of support
I have reccivcd in this house I should have
to corne to the conclusion that I was ail
wrong. But, Mr. Chairman, I was nlot wrong.
I can assert 110W that the statements I made
onl that occasion were mild in1 relation to
matters as tbey were at that time and as
they are still, to a very large extent. I arn
not going te pursue that further; my statement
is on record, and it has not been challenged.

I waot to suggest now a change in our
procedure in order that private members of
the house may be able te familiarize tbem-
selv es witb ail these matters and be in a
position te vote intelligently on every item
ccming bcfore us. I suggest that immediately
tbe hou~e assembles for tbe next session a
cornmittee be set up, witb wide powers of
exainination, te whicb tbe estimates shall
be submiirted. Lt may be recalled thiat early
this session tise Prime Minister annconced
tbat lie wvas considering setting up such a
committee, but tbat hefore doing so hie
wislied te consuit tbe leaders of the other
parties. 1 do net know wbetber that con-
sultation teck place, or, if it did, what was
the attitude cf tbe leaders of the other
parties, but for some reason or other that
action lias not been taken. I shottld think
that, frein the point of view of carrying out
efflciently the important fonictions of an
oppositien, this would be the very tbing
opposition members would want. Tbis is
precisely what we do in connection with most
legisiation. Wben an important bill is breught
before the bouse by the goveroment very
often it is referred to a select ccmmittee.
Tbat committee may sit as often as it wislies;
it may eall as witnesses anyone inside or
cutside the service, in order to become
familiar witb every detail and ail tbe implica-
tions cf eacb section cf the bill. Any hion.
member wbc is interested, even tbough he
is oct a mnember of tbe committee, may sit
in and liten. Tbe proccedings cf tbe coin-
mittcc are urinited and made avatiabie to al
nsernbers cf the boeuse. and tbe cime cf tbe
wbolc bouse is ot takon up w ith tbe matter
while the. ccnsuittee is dealing xvitb it . Then
whben bion. members bavc to vote on tbat
bill tberc is no rca-son at ail wby tbey sbould
ot (Io so intelligcntly and witb full knowh-
edge cf w bat tbcy are dolng.

Tbat is preeisely wbat I tbink: ougbt te be
donc i11 cdnnection w itb tbis other important
fonction cf tbis bouse, oai-ely the vcting cf
supply wxbicb must,ý be prox ided tbrougb the
taxes cf the people wbem we represent . Some-
one inav Žuiggest tbat this is the fonctien cf
tise public acceunits ccmmittee. I entirely
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disagree. Usuaily it bas heen the function
cf that ccmmittee to mx estigate suggestions
or charges cf mahadministration, scmetbiog
culpably wreng; and we aIl kncw that the
tendency is fer mombers cf the opposition te
try tu produte evideuce cf nîaladmîinitratiun
andi perbaps exaggerate it, wbile on tbe other
band members suppcrting tbe goveroment
offer a defence and attempt to minimize
it. Invariably censiderations cf political
advantage or disadvantage intrude into the
deliberations cf the committee; tbey always
bave and I suppose tbey always will. I do
ot tbink that sort cf tbing would occur in

a committee on the estimates. A critical
examination cf tbe estîmates, involving as it
does possible recommendations in regard te
reductions, it seemns to me is not the sort cf
tbing wbicb would involve any considerations
cf political advantage or disadvantage.

I fancy I bear someone say that this is the
responsibility cf tise ministers in charge. Lt is
tbe responsibility cf a minister te see that bis
department is run witb due regard te eccnomy
and care, but surely a private member bias a
responsibility in tbis regard also. I suggest tbat
we sould be put in a position prcperly te
discbarge that responsibiiity. Furtbermore,
cabinet ministers, especially tbcse newly ap-
pointed, bave to depend largely on their staff
for advice and assistance. 1 imagine that the
primary object cf a minister is to have the
work cf bis depariment carried on as efficiently
and smootbiy and with as little fricticn and
trouble as possible. I cao quite imagine that
the recommendatiens cf this comtnittee in
regard te chsanges. reorganizattons and so on
if moade cnhy by tise ossoister tssigbit ot tend
towairtls s.tucotbneýzs an(i iack cf friction i0 the
working cf a department, but I think sucb a
ccmnmittec wciild heocf x ery grcat assistance to
the ministrs in ronniog tbeir x aricus depart-
monts. I tbink it wossld heocf great assistansce
to the Minister cf Finance. I bope bie cioes oct
tiiink that instead otf being a help sucb con-
mittce wouhd immediateiy reccmmend extrava-
gant expeoditures. I boe that is oct in tbe
back cf bis mmnd; I tbink tbat wculd be
w roog.

Mr. ILSLEY: It was in tise back cf my
mind, I may say.

Mr. MeLEAN (Simoce East) :Weih, in pass-
ing I shouhd hike te say to the minister that
some tbings bave been said in tbis bouse
which perliaps wouhd justify that doubt in the
back cf bis mind, but my advice to him,
speakiog for myself enhy, weuhd be net to pay
toc much attention to the attacks on the


