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Canadian people may know the truth. Before
such cammittees ministers could appear and
be subi ect to questioninýg. Progress reports
in the form of speeches in the house by
ministers are not good enough. Yeu cen
neyer elicit the naked facts in that manner.
Only the time-proven method of cross-
examination by question and answer will
suffice. The ýprocess should be free from
anything in the nature of propaganda. The
public bas been fed that until it is nauseated.
Let us face the facts-nýot by the methods of
the Canadien Broadcasting Corporation but
by the methods of the round table.

The government rnay hiold the view that it
is flot in the public interest that the facts and
figures for which I arn asking be disclosed. I
know the matter is not free from difficulties.
Wben I make the proposal 1 visualize many
of its implications, but I arn convinced that
the method 1 have suggested is the only reel
way in which the governrnent may satisfy the
public. I arn willing with some of rny col-
leagues to meet witb the Prime Minister and
sorne of bis colleagues sa that we may consider
the whole proposal, in an honest effort to arrive
et a conclusion.

The other point to which I wish to refer is
the plight of agriculture in Canada. From
observations 1 have made and frorn reports
which -have reached me 1 know that agriculture
in Canada is in a serious condition. llow is
the fermer of New Brunswick ta live on 50
cents a barrel for his potetoes, when the pro-
duction cost is nearly a dollar? llelp is being
given to the wheat farmer-and properly 50-

and ta, the apple fermer. What about the
fermer in New Brunswick? In Canada we
have nearly a million farmers. Approximately
one-haîf of our population is directly or
indirectly dependent upon agriculture for its
daily bread. The fermer is not and for e long
time has not been receiving a just, fair and
reasonable return for his products. Instead
of irnproving bis position, as was anticipeted
by most people-and I must confess I wes
among the number who thought bis position
would be improved-týhe war bas actually
aocentuatcd his distress. To say that until we
have a prosperous and contented agriculturel
population in Canada we cen have no happi-
ness is merely to repeat a truism.

It is a matter of profound regret ta me,
and I arn sure it will be ta the agricultural
population of Canada, that no action of any
sort is even indicated in the proposals set out
in tbe speech from the tbrone. This condition
cannot continue, and I desire to bring home ta
the government the seriousness of the situa-
tion and ta ask thet this omission be given
immediete attention. With that end in view
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I propose ta, moýve an amendiment ta
the resolurion under consideretion. I therefore
move, seconded by the hion. member for Yale
(Mr. Stirling):

That the following be added ta the eddress
ta His Excellency:-

"We respectfully suhmit to Your Excellency
that this house regrets that the government
bas centinued ta soothe the Canadien people
rcgarding the wer effort of the nation, therehy
creeting a false sense af security when a cleer-
cut ceil te action is desperately needed.

"And this bouse further regrets thet despite
the serions condition of agriculture no effec-
tive action is proposed ta, alleviate that con-
dition and ta ensure ta the Canadien fermer
a just, fair and reesonable return for his
products."

Right Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING
(Prime' Minister) Mr. Spe'aker, I should like
ta join with the leader ai the opposition (Mr.
Henson) in the congratulations be bas extended
ta the inover (Mr. Clexton) and the seconder
(Mr. Jutres) of the address ta His Excellency
in reply ta His Excellency's speech frorn the
throne. May I also thank rny hion. friend
for tbe tribute ho paid ta the talents af the
hion. members who rnoved and seconded the
eddress in reply.

Speeking et the opening session of this
parliement I rernarked that I believed Canada
was particularly fortunate in the fact that a
large percentege of members elected for the
first time ta seats in parliarnent hed given
s0 much of time and tboughit ta a study not
only of Canadien but of international prob-
lems. I pointed out thet not only wes that
a fortunate condition for the lion. members
themseives, but anc particulerly fortunate for
parliement. If we needed e demanstration
of the trutb ai that steternent I arn sure wc
received it in tbe excellent speeches made on
Fridey lest.

The hon. member for St. Lawrence-St.
George (Mr. Clexton) cornes ta us with an
esteblished reputetion. The bigb position hoe
bas ettained et the bar of bis own province
was knawn ta rnany of us. We knew, too,
the extent ta which bie hed given seriaus
thought and study ta social, industriel and
international problems. Therefore wc cxpccted
that, wben hie eddressed the bouse, wc would
bear a speech which would evidence tbought-
fui consideration of the great problcms con-
fronting the warld to-day. We had reason
ta believe that the hion. member would be
statesmanlike in bis utterences. Wc were not
disappointcd. The speech dclivered on Friday
lest by the hion. memnber for St. Lawrence-
St. George rcvealed how fully hoe appreciatcd
the magnitude of prescnt-day problems and
thet hie had gone deeply into the ceuses whicb


