
APRlL 1, 1932 1647
C.N.R .Finance

Mr. POULIOT: The minister wîll permit
me to remind him that up to the present
moment I have raid nothing offensive with
reference to himself, and what is more, I do
flot intend to say anything offensive about
him.

Mr. MANION: That is ail right; I wasn't
suggesting that.

Mr. POULIOT: Let me say to the min-
ister, however, that in rny opinion the manage-
ment of the Caniadian National Railways was
wrong in buying this stuff. I amn criticizing
this -as a purchase made by the management,
and wbether 'the purchase was made through
the Stadacona Sales Company or through any
other concern, the cold fact remains that this
atrocious compound bas been bouglit by the
Canadian National Railways and, wbat is
worse, bas been bought at a higlier price than
would be paid for preserves of bebter quality.
That is ail. But what I find most extra-
ordinary is this, that in tbis part of the country
at present it is pretty bard to pick strw-
bernies, and yet we find tbat this preserve lias
been put up during the winter. We had a
very rnild winter, it is true-; Decemnber was
exceptionally rnild, and one or two straw-
berries were f ound here and -there. But surely
people -cannot find strawberries in wi.ntertime
to make jams and preserves. Certainly you
Could not pick enough strawberries to seil to
the Canadian National Railways for alI the
people who travel on their trains.

An bon. MEMBER: Does not the bon.
gentleman know that we have ever-bearing
strawberries in greenh-ouses?

Mr. POULIOT: If tbey camne from. green-
bouses I am sure. tbe price would be at least
75 cents. But tbis does not purport to be
made from greenhouse strawberries; they are
wild strawberries. Apparen'tly tbey grow in
the fields, under tbe snow, for this preserve
was made in January. In the case of tbe
parliamentary restaurant I eould nlot helieve
that tbese strawberries were purchased last
suxnmer to, be used this winter, but I was told
that the purchases of preservee by the Can-
adian National Railways were made in Janu-
ary. The strawberries themselves prohalily
have to be purcbased in Jume because ini
December or January the fields are covered
witb snow and notbing can grow.

I do -not know if this one manufacturer is
related to tbe hon. member. When lie is
present in the liouse perhaps lie will tell us
who recoinmended that this product be used,
wben the company first started to make pre-

serves, bow large their kettles are and so on.
To use an Amenican expression, it will be
interesting ýto hear about the melting pot and
to find out what quantity of jams or preserves
have been sold and at what price.

The jars used by E. D. Smith and Company
are of the same size and shape as those put
up hy the other company. The label may
ha a little different but everything else is the
same. One is sold for fifteen cents while the
latter is sold for twenty-five.

The bon. member for Compton is very
serupulous. He told me the other day that
ha was defending the millionaires. Is ha one
in making? Ha told me also that I was
fattening myself at the expense of the country,
but I bave neyer done tbat. I wonder if be
is any relation to lord bacon, Sir Joseph
Flavelle? That gentleman is an important
personage in the city of Toronto and perbaps
through bim the otber fcllow miglit sell more
preserves.

Down in my constituency are many people
who, for years bave been faithful employees
of the Canadien National ]Railways. This
company now cornes along and says it bas no
money and some of these employees are sent
back home. Tbey are being deprived of work
wbile such contracts, as those to wbich I have
referred, are being carried out. I know the
Minister of Railways is doing bis best, but
sucli practices are unfair. There are 50,000
people in my constitucncy, several bundred of
wçhom work for the railway company. Some
of these men bave bad the honour to drive
the trains upon wbich the Prime Minister
(Mr. Bennett), the Governor General or Sir
Henry Thornton bave ridden. For this ser-
vice they received letters of appreciation, but
that is ail. Some of -these men came from
the country, others from the different villages;
thcy established themselves and ettempted to
hning up their families as good citizens. Now
tbey are being dcprived of work because the
company bas no money. I remember the
firat session of 1930, when the leader of the
opposition (Mr. Maýckenzic King) stated that
ha considered it was bis duty to prevent;
unemployment, and ha told Sir Henry Tborn-
ton to keep on as many men as possible.
When this government came into power there
were fewer unemployed than there are at the
present time. The Minister of Reilways bas
just said that the Canadian National Railways
must practise eeonomy. We agree with bim,
but at the same time we cannot approve of
the railway inereasing the number of unem-
ployed.

I receive letters every day from people
who bave been deprived of their liveliliood,


