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Exchequer court judge or the president of the
railway commission properly go and ask men
to accept the office who according to their own
view would be the hast qualified to administer
the Canadian National Railways? How could
they go aftar thosa fellows and ask tbcm
whbether they would accept the office or not?
They would have to f orm a panel of the per-
sons who would bc best qualified according to
their views, but how wouid they know whather
those persons would accept the office? My
own experiénce is that for an office of this
kind the ministar who is responsible and bis
colleagues are seeking out the man who would
accept, and I tbink that is the bcst way. Even
in the appointment of the board of trustees
we sbould maintain ministarial responsibility,
and not entrust the task of f orming a panal
to those gentlemen wbo will marely put names
down without knowing if the men will he
available for the office or not.

Mr. MALCOLM: I should like to say that
1 appreciate very mucb the attitude of the
Prime Minister in dealing with clause 7, in
laaving the question of a panel or mînisterial
responsibility to the judgment of the bouse.
I thoroughly agree witb the remarks made by
my bon. friand from Nortb Waterloo, but I
should like to suhmit to the merrnbers of the
committae that thara are worsa kinds of
patronage than political patronage. Very oftan
there exists a good deal of axecutiva patronage
within organizations, whicb is harder to deal
with than politicai patronage. If an executive
is appointed with any feeling of entira in-
daepandance of the govarnment of the day, I
do not think that sucb a relationship is desir-
abla. I believe that whoevar is appointed, if
appointed by tbe governmant in power, wilI
be the vary best salection that can be made
from the material availabie. I halieva witb
my leader that parliamant bas made soma
of the best selections for commissions that
could possibly be made, as is evidenced by the
lack of criticism of many selactions. Nor do
I think tbat in a matter as irnportant as tbe
administration of tbe national railway any
governmant of the future will select a man
wbho is not competent and capable of ad-
ministering tbis great trust.

My objeet in rising, bowevar, was to point
out to hon. membars of the bouse what wus
pointed out hy tbe senior member of the
bouse, tbe hon. member for Bonaveniture (Mr.
MardiI) only a few dsys ago, and to whîch
I referred the Other evening. There is no
reason why we sbouid run Canada lika a
soviet. There is no reason why we should
put the most important dapartment of ad-

inistra'tion in this nation under men over
wbom this 'bouse would have no control.

If wa are going to administar the affairs
of Canada a-ccording to British parlia-
mentary practica, we ara certainly going
to have parliamentary control ovar the
administration of government. Someone said
only recently that in a very few years we
could turn Canada into a soviet, just by
appointing a chief oommissar, and that thera
were already comm-issaxs for every department
of governinent. I believa the people of Can-
ada wiil trust this governiment; I helieve thay
will trust succeeding govern'mants to make
as good selections as can be made. If a panel
were to ba appointed to select names for su-b-
missi-on to thbe govemniment I can sac no reason
wbatevar for the existing commissionars hav-
inig any say in racommending tbeir favourad
friends. The remaining commissio-ners will no
douht make friands. If future appointmants
were to ha made by a panai, I tbink the
chairman of the railway commission and a
judge ýof -the exehequer court could maka
recommandations to the govemmant. I do
not sec, bowcvar, bow aven they would bave
any better opportunity of knowing tbe men
available than would the Prime Ministar and
bis Minister of Railways.

I do submit that the bon. member for
Quabac East hrought out the very point to
whicb the Prime Ministar rafarred onîy a few
days ago, namely, that the mean wbo are
wanted will have to, be sought aftar. It wili
not ba the men wvho are applying for the job
that tha Prime Minister wiii want. No douht
to-day ha and bis Ministar of Railways ara
canvassing the situation to sec what men
are availahie wbo would meet the nacessary
requiraments. I do nlot believe anytbing is
to ba gained by parliamant or the govern-
ment giving up its responsibility for a great
national assat and appyointing men who do
no>t owa thair appointments to parliamant,
wbich aftar aiýl represents the ownars of the
road, and who do not owe their appointments
to the administration in power, wbicb after
ahl must ha responsible te the people for
expenditu.ras of moncy en the raiiroad.

II balieva the governmant will ha f oilowing
the wisbas of the country if tbey maintain
British parliamentary institutions, and maka
appointments hy govamnor in council of the
men who are to, ha appointed in the first
place, and the men wbo ara to suceed wben
the original appointments expire.

Mr. STEWART (Edmonton): Mr. Chair-
man, I wish to ba briaf and to avoid cover-
ing Vhe ground whicb bas bean praviously
coverad hy hon. menmhers from this sida of
Vhe bouse. Wben spaaking on the introduc-
tion of tbc bill I ramember the Prime Min-


