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Australian Treaty—Mr. Ladner

That all the words after the word “house”
be struck out and the following substituted
therefor:—

“the operation of the existing Australian
treaty, indicates that the fullest development
of trade between Canada and Australia has not
been achieved by either country and the gov-
ernment should endeavour as soon as possible to
secure a revision of the treaty, to the mutual
benefit of both countries.”

I submit that the purpose of the subamend-
ment is to have the terms of the treaty recon-
sidered in order to bring about a further ex-
change of commodities which will be advan-
tageous both to Australia and to Canada. The
facts and figures which have been submitted
by other hon. members would amply indicate
the soundness of that contention, and Mr.
Speaker, in considering this question it is my
opinion that the Australian trade treaty has
been of advantage to this country, but not
perhaps not to the maximum advantage. This
question involves something more than merely
the Australian trade treaty; it involves the
whole question of entering into arrangements
with our sister dominions, with the crown
colonies and with Great Britain; and just here
we might consider some of the matters which
are of concern to our friends in Great Britain
to-day. Lord Beaverbrook started a move-
ment in Great Britain looking to the economic
union of the empire but based, in my judg-
ment, upon the fallacy of a free trade theory
and without due regard to the control of the
self-governing dominions over their fiscal
policies. That was the popular impression of
Lord Beaverbrook’s idea, but his actual words
were : .

The dominions control entirely their own
fiscal systems, and it can only be in cooperation
with us that a tariff wall can be built around
the dominions and Great Britain.

Now I should like to direct attention to
some of the enormous resources possessed by
our sister dominions and the crown colonies,
which would be made available to Canada
through an exchange of commodities. First
there is the American non-self-governing
- colonial empire. In the West Indies we have
Trinidad, Jamaica, Bermuda, Barbados and
British Honduras; in British Guiana we have
products of the forest and aluminum, and in
the semi-tropic islands we have sugar cane,
cocoa and rice. Then we have the West
African colonies; there is the Gold Coast, with
a population of 2,500,000 which exports one-
half of the world’s requirements of cocoa.
Then we have Nigeria, with a population of
19,000,000; there is Gambia and Sierra Leone
and the Sudan, with its great wealth in cotton
of a valuable type now being exported to the
United States. Along the east coast of Africa
there is Uganda, Nyasaland and Kenya. Then
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we have northern Rhodesia, where in five or
ten years the supply of copper ore will be
sufficient to accommodate the needs of the
whole empire twice over. In Asia there is
Ceylon, which exports great quantities of tea
to the United States; there are the Malay
States, which supply half the rubber of the
world and which contain tin in great quan-
tities, and there is also the colony of British
North Borneo.

It is significant that France has a fiscal
union with its own colonial empire, and that
is also the case in the United States. Great
Britain alone remains without such a union.
To-day we are faced with a higher tariff wall
in the United States, which will exclude much
of our goods, and apparently no really effec-
tive steps have been taken by the government
to counteract that situation. It is also of
interest to note that the United States sells
45 per cent of its total exports to Great
Britain. With regard to wheat, we find that
during September of 1929, as compared with
September of 1928, ten times more Argentine
wheat was imported into Great Britain; the
same condition applied in October of 1929, as
compared with October of the previous year,
while during December of 1929, the impor-
tations of Argentine wheat were five times as
great as those during December, 1928. Lord
Beaverbrook has pointed out that East Prussia
has subsidized wheat to the extent of thirteen
shillings and sixpenice per quarter, while
France subsidizes the export of flour to Great
Britain to the exten! of twenty shillings per
280 pounds.

The point I wish to make, Mr. Speaker, is
that the Australian trade treaty has estab-
lished a basis for the exchange of commodi-
ties which can be greatly improved, and the
same principle could be put into operation
with regard to the other dominions and
colcnies of the British Empire. I make that
suggestion because of the fact that within the
nations of -the empire you have a spirit of
cooperation which cannot and does not exist
with regard to foreign nations. In my judg-
ment it would be a desirable course to extend
preferential trade arrangements to the other
self-governing dominions and the colonies of
the British Empire in order to export our
products to the maximum degree. The Aus-
tralian trade treaty at present does not in-
clude lumber, and there are other items which
could be included to the advantage of Can-
ada and without injury to Australia. I sub-
mit, Mr. Speaker, that the amendment moved
by the hon. member for Vancouver Centre is
one which is calculated to, and which will,
if carried out properly, bring results favour-
able both to Australia and to Canada.
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