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business se, as to get better returns. I men-
tion this so that the House may know that
the farmers of the west are alive to the
situation. To me one of the most hopeful
signs was the entire absence of any division
between town and country. We found boards
of trade, agricultural societies, Canadian clubs
and farmers meeting together in public in
the towns and villages of Manitoba to con-
sider our economic condition and the best
methods to overcome our present difficulties.

Sometimes we are told that farmers should
adopt business metbods. I quite agree that
they should; and if there is anything to be
said in favour of income tax returns I think
it is the good effect resulting from agricultu-
ralists being obliged to sit down and figure
out their operations to know exactly how
they stand financially at thse end of the year.
The other day I received a letter from one
of the most intelligent farmers in Manitoba,
a man of ahility and integrity, wbo bas kept
accurate accounts for the past twenty-two
years. I have bis figures in my room, and
I once thought of putting them on Hansard,
for I tbink tbey are well worth studying
by the flouse. It is not a discouraging story,
on the contrary it is a story of progress dur-
ing many years, of increasing wealtb in a
moderate way, but during tbe last few years
tbe resoîts are very discouraging. However,
I arn free to admit tbat on the whole the
story is a very good advertisement for the
province of Manitoba. I would add, Mr.
Speaker, that this gentlemen bas made only
one great mistake in that long period-be
accepted nomination at tbe last general elec-
tion to s9upport the party to my right.

In tbe Speech from the Throne the neces-
sity of a reduction of taxation is emphasized.
I tbink aIl of us are ready to say "Amen"
to tbat statenlent. We all agree with it and
will not in any way quarrel witb the carry-
ing out of sucb reduction. Sometimes we
have been told tbat aur criticism. of the~
government last year was not severe enougb.
I hear that sometimes in the West. The
Progressives are blamed now and then for
having allowed such enarmous èstimates to
go through without opposing them more
vigorously than Lhey did. I do not know
wbetber anytbing more could bave been donc
to reduce those estimates, but I do remember
that many a speecb was made from this
quarter in which intimation was given to
the ministers that we expected Vhemn to have
their estimates eut down very considerably
this year. Now we are patiently waiting to
see what tbey have done to eut down tbe
expenses of carrying on the business of the
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country, in the practice of that economy
which we bave been promnised.

The figures of the growing coat of goverfi-
muent are so familiar to hon. members that
I shall refrain from quoting tbem. While I
do flot wish to see anything donc that will
in any way impair the efficiency of gov-
ernment or in any way work injustice to any-
anc in connection witb the enforcement of
economies, I think it is perfectly evident to
anyonc wbo bas given the most cursory cx-
amination ta the faets of the case tbat some-
tbing can be done and something should be
done to eut down our national expenses by
a very large amount. The cauntry demands
economy, 'but I do hope that the economy
effected will be a wise economy. There is
siscb a thing as economy that is really extra-
vagance, and wbatcver work is necessary for
productive enterprises I trust that that money
will be found. Such works are in the nature of
inecessities so long as tbey are actual pro-
ductive enterprises.

I sbould like to see tbe main estimnates
brought down as quickly as possible so tbat
we may bave time to study and discuss tbem
at length. I have found from experience that
it is sometimes very difficult to criticise a
particular estimate tbrough not being familiar
witb tbe circumstances or not knowing tbe
conditions under wbicb the money will be
expended. I ratber suspect tbat when an
estimate for a particular Iocality is before
the flouse the member for tbe constituency
in whicb the work is to be carried out, who
knows the conditions and probably is best
able to criticise the vote adversely, is flot
likely to take a very active part in so doing.
We expect that the estimates will be eut
very considerably tbis year to show tbat the
business of the country is being carried on
economically.

I think.it is a mistake that 50 many sup-
plementary estimates sbould be brougbt down
in tbe dying days of the session, and I for one
amn prepared Vo protest most vigorously
against the practice. I remember on the very
last day of lest session, the last nig-ht in fact,
a vast amount of money was voted that, I
arn sure, no bon. member, except perbaps
those wbo were presenting the estimates,
really understood or bad time to consider. I
have had more adverse criticism and more
complaints fromn peaple wbo are paying atten-
tion to our proceedings of what happened the
last night of last session than in regard to
almost anytbing else that engaged our atten-
tion. So I hope that we shaîl flot have
a repetition of the bringing down of large
supplementary estimates in the last moments


