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Mr. KEMP. Before the hon, gentleman

takes bis seat, I would like to ask hlm a
question. Under this Act, will members of
the militia force be subjeet to military law
or discipline, when flot on duty; in other
words, cau a man join the militia force and
stili retain full freedoin of speech and
action when flot on duty, the samne as hie
enjoyed previous to becoming a member of
the force ?

Sir FREDERIýCK BORDEN. Well, Mr.
Speaker, I will read the clause which gov-
erns that matter, clause 72 of the Act:

The Army Act for the time being in force ia
the United Kingdom, the King's regulations,
and ai other laws applicable to His Majesty's
troops in Canada and flot inconsistent with this
Act or the regulations made thereunder, shahl
have force and effeet as if they had been enacted
by the parliament of Canada for the govera-
ment of the militia, and every officer and man
of the militia shahl be subject thereto from the
time of being called out for active service, and
also during the period of annual drill or train-
ing under the provisions of this Act, and also
at any other tîme while upon military duty or
in the uniforin of lis corps upon or wtthin any
rifle range or any armoury, or other place where
arins, guns, ammunition or other mllitary stores
are kept, or any dril1 shed or other building or
place used for nillitia purposes, or during any
drill or parade of bis corps at which hie is
present ln the raaks, whea going to or from
the place of dr111 or parade, and also whetber
In nniform or not at any dril1 or parade of his
corps at which hie is present as a spectator.

That refers to the active militia. Sub-
section 2 refers to the permanent force :

Officers and men of the permanent force and
members of the permanent staff of the mulitia
shahl at ail tumes be sublect to military law.

Mr. KEMP. Then do i understand the
hon. gentleman to, say that when a man is off
dnty hie does not have the samne freedom of
speech thnit lie had before lie joined the
milîtia force ?

,Sir.YREDERICK BORDEN. I have read
the statute, and my hon. friend wîll have
to draw his own Conclusion.

Mr. KEMP. Wili the hon, gentleman
give us an interpretation of the meaaing of
the statute in fewer words ? Has lie nny
objection to do that ?

Mr. H. A. WARD. I arn iii entire sym-
pathy with the amendnient moved by the
hon. member for South Norfolki (Mr. Tis-
dale). 1 wns rather surprlsed to hear the
Minister of Militia Say that the turne of that
hon, gentleman had not been well expended
1iii getting up the matter which hie bronglit
before the House to-day. I thlnk my hon.
frlend wvjll admit that there Is nlwnys room
fo two, opinrions on important questions of
this kind.

Sir FREDERICK BORDEN. Hear, hear.
Mr. WARD. I do not tbink any hon.

gentleman expendlng turne ia worklag up

his own particular opinion on this or any
other important matter brouglit before this
Ilouse is wastlng his turne In any sense of
the word. I was arnazed to, hear the Min-
i,çter of Militia state that under the old or-
dem of things he had control in the saie
n anner as under this Bill. Shortly nftem-
wards the minIster stated that be really had
very lifle control on account of there being a
general officer commaading in bis depart-
ment, that matters in connection with the de-
partinent had been withheld frorn hum by
different general officers commanding in suc-
cssion. 1 do not know that this ever oc-
curred when the party on this side were ia
piower. and I would point out to the Houso
that during the 18 years when the Conser-
vatlves were in power and different Min-
1.,ters of Militia were la control of that de-
partinent. only four general officers coin-
manding were required to assist the min-
Isters of muilitia. I think that anly one of
these generat offbcers commanding went
home hefore bis termi bad expired.

Sir FREDERICK BORDEN. I think that
four went home before their turne expired,
General McDougall. General Luard, Generni
Middleton and General Herbert.

Mr. WARD. My hon. fmiend then will
probably explain how it occurred that there
v ere only four general officers command-
ing in eighteen years, as stated la the Mill*
tia List.

Sir FREDERICK BORDEN. 1 wvas not
tlere, I do not kaow.

Mr. WARD. My bon. friend duriýng bis
short period of eigbt years, bas nîso had
four.

Sir FREDERICK BORDEN. These are
grow¶'ng turnes you know.

Mr. WARD. Undoubtedly, in regard t0
dismissing officers. The minister stated tbat
a general officer comrnanding froin England
was quite as objectionable as a chief justcee
of the Canadian courts comlng froîn the
inother country. 1 cannot see the force of
that comparison because I can imagine that
a lawyer practising iii tlis country is quite
capable of fitting himself for any position
on the beach. But we miust consider that a
general officer commandlng requimes to.
liave bad a great deal of service in the_
field if hie is to qualify as general offi-
cer comrnanding the Canadian militia.
If bas always been so considered. and I
think if is rather an uilfortimate thing that-
this change is being made. I do aot mean
to say that Canadians should flot tatke sucli
positions because as the leader of the oppo-
sition bas stated, the fact of making if nec-
essary that an English officer shouid be ap-
pointed does flot preclude Caaad'lans froin
taking that position. Ever since the Royal
Mihifamy College was establisbed, and I yen--

8181 8182AUGUST 2. 1904


