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eiici, year was settled, and tbe matter should
be adjusted by some officer of tbe depart-
ment. The shipper should not be comupelled
to go into court and perbaps waste tbree or
four~ years and the wliole valne 0f bis ship-
ment iu contesting the rîght witli tbis com-
pany. The company could, hy appealing
froin court to court, secure an absolute
dental of justice. Consequently, I urge on
the minister tkat every means be taken to
secure the fruit-growers of Nova Scotia in
the matter of the shipment of these fine
fruit producîs. 1 have received document
after document, and paper after paper, as-
serting that tbe greatest injustice bas been
done to that community. 1 do îlot wish to
charge this injustice to the Department of
Trade and Commerce. I bave no doubt tbat
il is due te, the greed of the company 10
make money at the expense of the shîppers
of Nova Scotia without regard 10 thc couse-
quences. I thinli that can lie cured by the
officiais of the department In some way
mnking it so costly 10 Ibis comupany to do
wr'lng that they will be compelled to do
riglit.

The MINISTER 0F TRADE AND COM-
MERCE. I bave taken careful note of what
the hon. gentlemen state. The present cou-
tract was made witbi two or tliree very
stringent clauses in it te, secure proper ven-
tilation and proper accommodation for the
conveyance of apples. If tbe company fail
10, carry out these, I will most assurdly cul
tleir snhsidy.

Mr. COCHRANE. Has the minister auiy
way by whicli lie can ascertala whetber the
ventilating fans are kept la motion or iîot
during the crossing of the Atlantic ?

The MINISTER 0F TRADE AND COM-
MERICE. 1 have on one or two occasions
sent down to examine and inspect; but
whether the fans are kept in motion on the
voyage or not, I cannot say. Except Ilirougli
the intervention of the shippers, I do flot
igee 110w 1 cau ahtaîa that information. 1
cannot despatcli men on encli of these ves-
sels 10 see that that is attended 10.

M~r. COCHRANE. Is tbat not where the
dlfficulty cornes ln, that from the compart-
ments not helng ventîlated, îlie injury to the
fruit tnkes place ?

Mr. WADE. TPhe difficulty last year was
tbat tbe conîpany did nol put thie forced
ventilation in as soon as they should have
doue. The ground of complaint was first
the uncertainty of the saillngs. They ad-
vertised their sailings for certain days. The
shippers sent fruit down by train 10 the
point of shîpment, and there il had 10 wvat
sometimes for several days. Then that the
speed of the vessels was not up 10, the con-
tract. Instead of making the trip from
Halifax 10 London within contract lime,
they would be two or three days longer,
which was most serions for the shippers,
especîally of apples, it being most desirable

Ébat the fruit should ouly be on board dur-
ing the shortest possible pertori.

Mr. BLAIN. I wouid regard that as n
verY serions complaint agaînst the ho.i. min.
ister's department. The hon. memiber fcr
Annapolis makes a charge against the gov-
ernment-

Mn. WADE. No, 1 did flot make any
charge. I said that the contract was not
carried ont.

Mr. BLAIN. The hon, gentleman sbould
watt until I had flnished. He lias made-
the charge against tle goverument that the
government entered mbt a contract with the
steamship company 10 ply between tbese
two points. H1e lias furîlier stated lIaI
after tînt contract was entered int, the
company changed the vessels and put on
others which were flot up 10 tle contracl
at ail.

Mr. WADE. In 1901?
Mr. BLAIN. I wonld regard Iliat as a

nîost serions charge, and tle hon. minister
slionld give us some explanation.

The MINISTER 0F TRADE AND COM%-
MERCE. The contract provides penalties
for infraction of tle contract. In several
of Ilese cases, partîculnrly in t11e case to
whicl reference lias been made, a considen-
able deduction was made from the suhsidy
that would otherwise he paid, on the score
tînt they lad not fulty perfornied their con-
tract. Beyoud liaI or beyond the drastic
remedy of dropping this contract altogether,
I do îîot see what we can very well do.
These complaints have boen investigated.
1 do liot thtuk thene was any change ia tle
vessels during the last year. The changes
10 whlcl tle lion, gentleman referred were
made a couple of years ago. We have been
at pains 10 iusure the introduction of proper
apparatus, ventilating and other, for the
purpose of carrying these fruits la the best
possible condition. Tînt was ijot put- tn
until soînewhat laIe ia the season, and 1
flned these people for their neglect. If
tley do. îot do botter thus year, I shall
eîther cancel the snbsidy altogether or fine
them ln proportion.

Mr-. COCHRANE. Was tlie money paid
over 10 the farmers wlo losI?

The M1INISTER 0F TRADE AND COM-
MERCE. No, 1 cannot undertake 10 act
as arhiter between these parties. If the
company damage goods by negligence, tînt
is a niatter for thie courts 10 investigate.
It is quite impossible for any departinent
of the government to sit iii judgmeut on
disputes between the shippers and the
steamboal owners. We cannot undertake
to do that, hut we can undertake, if tlese
people fMil 10 perforai their contract, either
10 reduce or stop their suhsidy altogether.

Mr. BLAIN. How inuci was Ibis com-
pany tlned?
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