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of the past before lie takes sncb a position
as lie bas taken to-niglit. I flnd some otber
cases similar to tliis, and I would like f0
rend tliem. for the benefit of the House.
At Alexandria, wbere it is proposed to build
a post office, the gross revenue is $2,664 ;
thie table does not give tbe cost of rent.
At Alliston, in Simcoe, tbe gross revenue is
$2.434. At Aurora, one of thie tbriving towns
in the ridiug represented by tlie bon. Post-
master General liimself, the revenue is
$2,974, and the cost for meut, fuel and liglit
is $140. So fliat if you take the interest on
$15,000, if this post office only costs thaf,
at Si, per cent, it amounts to $525 n year,
besides which tbere are repairs, a carefaker
at a cost of about $400 a year, and ail the
other iucideutal expenses. Wliy sliould you
saddle tlie counfry with a permanent ex-
penditure of fmom $1,200 f0 $2,000 a year for
wbat you can get for $140 ? If the bon.
Minister of Publie Worlss desires f0 carry
on a conversation while I arn speaking, and
thie lion. member for 11aldimand wislies f0
interrupt me, I would like bim to under-
stand we bave riglits lu tlie opposition
which we iutend fo exercise, and we expect
to lie freafed wifh the courfesy f0 which
we are entitled. 1 listeued f0 lirn wifliouf
inferrupfiug him, and 1 ask hlmi to exfend
f0 me fhe courtesy that is usually extended
by oue gentleman f0 anoflier. I have heard
the bon. Posfmasfer General years ago, ini
flie time of thie Conservafive regime, saying
fliaf the principle *we liad adopted wifli re-
gard f0 building post offices was fliat wlien
we conld get tbe accommodation uecessary
at a reasonable price by reuting, we would
flot put up a public building. But lie wenf
furtlier and declared if f0. be the policy of
thie government. wlien thev proposed fo put
up a public building or f0 improve a liarbour,
f0 fimsf ask flie town or City wliere ftie im-
provement was f0 lie made, wliefler if would
lie prepared f0 provide a site, or f0 contri-
bute sometbing towamds ftic improvement.
Thie hon. member for I-Ialdîmand says tlie
fowu sliould not lie required f0 do fliaf, b)e-
cause this is flic only opportuuity we have
of spending nioney in fliese rural constitu-
encies. If may or rnay not lie; but many
of our towus would gladly give a free site If
by doing so fliey could get a public build-
ing. Tliey have offered it over and over
agalu. fowns 0f consîderable importance,
and tbe offer bas not been accepted. Iu
this case, 'whaf we complain of is fliat flic
Miuisfer of Public Works does not inquire
wliat flic fowu wlll give, but purciases a
very expeusive site, probably from some
friend of flic government. Let me naine
some more of fliese fowns. Bleuhlm bas
a gross revenue of $2,310, and no post office.Brightfon lias a revenue of $2.053, but no
post office ; Bowmauville, $2.721 ; Burford,
$2.283 ; Camplielîford. $2.344 ; but I ueed
itot go over fliem aIl. They are liere in
large numbers in flic lion. Poqtmaster Gene-
ral's own report. sbowing fliat lu most cases
flie people are accommodafed at au outlay

of fromn $65 to $150 a year for rent, fuel
and ligit ; and when we ean obtain the
necessary accommodation for such a small
sum, wliy sbould we saddle the country
with an expenditure of from $15,000 to
$20,000, and a permanent outlay of from
$1,200 to $2,000 a year ? 1 do ilot thiuk
the country will endorse it or regard it as
good business.

Mr. THOMPSON (Haldimand). I have to
thank the lion. member for East Grey (Mr.
Sproule) for two things :Fh'st for having
given mie ii lesson iu manners. 1 must apolo-
gize to thie lion. gentleman for baving faken
part in, a sliort conversation witli my bon.
friend the Minister of Public Works whil, lie
was speakig. 1 think I listen te flie hon.
member of East Grey as often as any man in
this House does. I find in bis speechies very
often a great deal of valuable information.
which as a young miember 1 am glad f0
obtain. 1 do flot think in tlis4 particular
case the lion. member sliould bave called
the attention of the Committee so poiutedly
to my case, because there were several
gentlemen on bis own sie wlîo were engag-
ed ia conversation ;but tliey were bebind
bis back, and probably lie did not see them.
Second : because lie lias called attention f0
some ancieut history. That lias always been
a favourite pursuit 0f mine, and 1 have
gatliered from it that in the case of this very
Cayuga post office, tlie lion. gentleman himi-
self supported and voted for It. If so, liow
cau lie condemn tlie government for under-
taking f0 do wliat hie approved of la years
gone by ?

Mr. SPROULIE. So far as my mernory
enables me to speaki, I cannot say that 1
ever voted for it or supported it ; but I amn
only pointing to the fact that the lion, gen-
tlemnan is condemning his oxvu friends so
unstintedly wlien lie cites tliat as an ex-
amplet justify wliat is being doue to-niglit.

Mr. LANCASTER. In view of wliat bas
been sald by the bon. member for Haldi-
rnand, I think I ouglit f0 caîl bis attention to
a Ilttie modern history la the form of the
Auditor General's report, whichb las been re-
ceived only a f ew days ago. Looking intQ
that report, 1 find under tlie head of Cayuga
public building tliat the caretaker, 0. A. Gili-
son, a name well known to me, got $50.

Mr. TIIOMPSON (Haldimand). I mnay tell
tlie lion, gentleman that lie is also the post-
master.

Mr. LANCASTER. I understood tlie lian.
member for Haldimand to tell the 1-buse
very frankly that there was no caretaker
in the Cayuga post office. 0f course, I do
niot live as near Cayuga ns my lion. friend,
but I live near enougli to lie able to look 11P
these tliings. As we nre getti-ig mnore in-
formation from the lion. meinber for 11ai-
mand than we are from ftie Miiilof
Public Works, I think wv' oln'4it to w."':


