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attention of the Mîlnister of Marine to this impor-
tant fact I take the liberty of addressing the House
to-day, in Georgian Baythe fishing is altogether
bV gill nets : iniLake Huron, on the other hand.,
the fishing is by pound-nts, In order to show
the destruetion craused by gill-net tishin I re
hon, geitlemen to pages 85 and 92 of the -iister's
report for this year, Mr, Wihnot, in. his report to
the department, saVs, on pageS5:

"At the present time a great deal of ditisfaction exists
amcotg wholesale dealers and their eustormers. vwing to
the tish not being in a sound ciOnitiou for foespecially
wheu arriving at destiations otg distanes frmthefsh-
iug grouands The eause of this, in my opinion, is largelyî
due to the use of the gill-net, The presnt system 4
orating the gill-net by the ortdiUnary run of fshermen is,
to have two to four gangs set different localities these
are lifted alteruatelyr usually remaining i the water
from three to four days. but in ease of rough weather the
tishermen eauot reach themux.and the fsh are nlot re-
nord for a much longer penod. The result is that a
large phetion ofi te sh, when taken from the net, are
ut a som1ewhat decomposed state, and it stands to reason
that their cndition will not be improved by the time thev
arrive at tihe ira ortant fish markets. sneh as Toronto> aal
Buffalo. to be soxd to the retali neaiers of Canada and the
Uniited States, after having been kept for a week or more,
It is wellt kuwn tat a large pereentage of the fish taken
by the gill-nets are uunfit to be shipedfresh, IfingoxI
order when eaught it would profit e shermen to ship
theu iu that state, as they cormmand a muh higher priee
than when salted. The reason that such a large number of
tish are salted is. simply because they are not marketable
toship as sound, freshi tish. The effeet of the salt put upon
them for euring purposes temporarily hardens the Ish,
deetives the buyer, aud leads the eonsumer to tihe mis-
taken idea that they are wholesome wheu In a great manV
instanees they are really unt for Imman food.**
I am of the e opinion that the gll-net is urach rmore de-
struetive than the iud-net, and its use as at present

ractised must eventuall, exterminate the salmon trout
and whitefish. l districts where extensive fishing is
earried ou by means of g i-nets many miles tof fishingi
grounds are eovered, aud while the meshes if these netsi
are made suBeiently large (say 44 or , iuches) to capture
the most marketable tish. they allow the poorer classes
(such as the sueker, the mullet and the ling, averaging 2i
pounds inweight, and for which there is no demand) to

On page 9- he saysz
"From the foregoing explanations. it will be observed

that, with gill-net applianees and their facilities for easy
retnoval frot feeding to spawning grounds, it is a very
difieult matter for the esh to escape being eaught. A
deplorable fact in eonnection with this system, aud one
very much to be regretted, is that a large proportion ofa
the &sh caught by means of the gill-net are taken of the
spawninr grounds ata period when they are not in
marketable condition .

It is alleged by all writers ou fishiug subjects that
the pound-net is a very destructive net, and refer-
ring te this and to the partieidar locaity that 1
have in view, namely, a portion of Lake Superiar,
I beg to say to the Minister that if pound-nets camn
1 at all justified, he has licensed too many of t hem
on the particular section to which I refer, and if
poundil-nets are to be licensed ait all tiere should be
as few licenses granted as possible and the nets
should be kept a long distance aipart, t is con-
tended by those who are engaged in the industry
that these pound-netrs give the fish no chance to
escape, that they are put in the run-ways of the
fish, are kept goiug day ant night, and that the
effect of this system of fishing has been to almost
destroy the seine fishing in Lake Hiron and
the otiher lakes to which I have allitded. I
would point out to the House that tte seiie
fishing is a system of fishing which employs a
large number of men. It means a very consider-
able expenditure of money, it means a large number
of votes, and take it from every standpoint sO far
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as the publie are coneerned, it is the best systeux f
tishing, On the other hand the poMd-net fishing
and gillnet tishing emiploy very few mnen, because
after the first expenditure for tie outtit the ex-
pense of carrying on the tisihery is comxparatively
light. As I have already said, it is contended by
the seine-net tisherien t hat the effect of the pound,
ntet andý 1gill-net has been abnost to destroy the
seine-net tsiheries on the shores oif Lake Huron and
the rivers rriunin into the lakes, It has been
noticed for tihe parst four or tive years-for; six
or seven vears probablv-that as the potnd-
nets have iereased m number the cateh tof the
seine f niermen has been rIuced frot year to
vear, until it is safe to say tihat witirn the last twi
or tiree vears tihe catch of the seie fishrmen ias
been couparatively very little, For the purpose
of bezaring out the statement wiich I make in this
regard wil take th- .iberty f reaiding a letter
whilch I received froIm a seine fishermen hving m
the Couxnity o uron, ol the other side of the liue
divii the C4outy of Huron fronm the Coxunty of

uanibton, He says :

DI a Sua,-A s we, the seine fishermen f the Grand
Bend, have seen by the newspaPers tihat you have been li-
quimng n Parhament for ltormation th regard o the
pound-nets lu thIe lakes with a view to have thet removed
it is thÀe earnestwish of the seine tìsherma>u that you
would pussh it forward as there is about sateen pouad-
nets at or uear here which have nuined tihe seine fishiUg,
There are three or four see ishermen who dropped ish-
ing, and more w» fol. on aceount of the poundnets,
Sir. as you mway not be aware how the thing is done allow
me tu inforur you. A party u nPort Huron carne here last
year and engarged soume Canadian men to work the nets as
their ottwn. but the tirm sends their steam-tug arouid
twce a week and take aiway uearly ai our best tsh to
Port Huron, and the Canadians take the smwall s ashore
and i they caunot sell themt thev bury them-as
they have no salt to cure them-andi so> the are lost.
They ae set so eldose to the shore that it preven ts the fish
from raunning their natural course, and if it is aIlowed to
go on ftor a few years loi r it will rum al ourtish. It is
oly one uile from the , ;zre wrerem the fish are set and
they are generalty placed o>posite the County of huron
between the G*rand Ieud and a place called Ba1yeld,
about lifteen miles from here. The last agent when the
ishing did not pay, took his pound-nets over t the States
and brought them back in the sing and set them, The
trake general'y consists of Whitesh, salmon trout, stur-
geen aid piekereL. It is the Amerieans who are making
the money aud not the Canadians. and the Americans are
depriving ts of our ish, As the inhabitants are all eye-
witnesses t the oceurrences above mentioned, it can he
proven. and we hope you wili do what you aun the
mattLer At present there are six seinesat work, four men
to each. Any further information yonumay u nreed I shaIl
be only too happy to give your

I think, Sir, I amn safe in Umking trhe statemleut
h in the fytes of the Fisheries )epartment will

be found petitions sent to the Minister of the
Departuent year after year pointing out the
iujurious effect of the pound-net tishing, aud asking
that either the pound-net shouid be abolished or
the utimler of licenses redued, The letter I have
just reaid is only one out off a large number I have
I received fron different sections of the country
where the seine fisIermten are complaining all alike
that the effeet of the pound-nets and gill-nets is to
destroy the fishing ground aIlong the shores of these
lakes, I hope that when the Minister takes this
mratter into his consideration ie will see his way to
largzelyreduce the number of polind-net licenses, if
not to abolish that system of fishing altogether. I
can fully understand thiat when applications for
pound-net licenses are put in, influences are brought
to bear on the Minister which ln some cases are
hard to resist, but if the belief is that these nets
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