
(See Book /, section K, Middle East, for a discussion of Prime Minister Rabin's 
visit.) Canada consistently lobbies for an end to the Arab boycott of Israel, 
advocates diplomatic recognition of Israel with third parties, and facilitates Israel's 
admission to regional working groups in the UN and other multilateral forums. 
(Despite the recent peace agreement, this boycott still exists.)

Canada plays a major role in the multilateral phase of the peace process, serving as 
the overall chair for the Refugee Working Group and actively participating in other 
groups comprising the multilateral track of the negotiations.

Canada's priority now is to assist in creating the infrastructure needed to empower 
the emerging Palestinian institutions. On October 1, 1993 Canada pledged $55 
million over five years from existing budgets to support peace process-related 
projects in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.
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