
prevent or resolve it. For generations, women have served as peace educators, both in theirfamilles and in their societies. They have proved instrumental in building bridges rather thanwatts. They have been crucial in preservîng social order when communities have collapsed."His words would ring true in Africa, where recovery is flot just a matter of changing economicpolicies, signing treaties, or making loans. It must take into account that because of confiict,or disease, or the bitter impact of Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs), whichthemselves have fallen hard on women in particular, many communities have more or lesscollapsed and the social order is overwhelmed.

Poverty, as the NEPAD documentation shows, is increasing in Africa, and it has to berecognizeci that the majority of the poor are women. The Wouid Bank andi other internationalfinancial institutions have made clear the necessity of popular participation in the elaborationof requireci poverty reduction strategies, but this participation has so far been too littieencourageci, or facilitateci, in Africa.

In September 1999, the Worfd Bank and the International Monetary Fund announceci that ailtheir Joan Drocrammes t2rtiptinni thp Po nrnraef r- k ..fr., i-*41


