
On one side of this polarity is the just war tradition, which enshrines
the belief that war is a necessary instrument of justice in the global
community of nations. The central concept of the Just War tradition, most
clearly expressed by Thomas Aquinas in the thirteenth century, was that
war is regarded as an instrument of justice in the international coinmunity.
The concept depends on a comparison between the internai life of a nation,
ini wbich individuals are ruled by the State, with the Ii1e of the international
'community', in wbich states themnselves are tike individuais (though there
is as yet no world State).

The logic is compelling. In the international community, as in th
one, there must be order. Internally, every state finds it necessai
some system of judicial restraint and punishment in order to r
crixninals; clearly, someone must do the saine job in the int
community. But in the international community, there are 'sov
that is, states of princes who are, by definition, supreme; and as
no superiors, no one could keep order if they did not do so.
sovereigns must have a right of duty of judicial restraint and puni
international niatters, just as they have in internai matters.
alternative would be international anarchy. This idea gives positiv(
war as an instrument of justice; and, in spite of ail the careflul rest
to its use, this is the central light which illuminates the whole syster
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