“ three-quarters of the formal video rental market. The film distributor Artecinema is

OPPORTUNITIES IN MEXICO:
CULTURAL INDUSTRIES

another major player through its Videomasx outlets. Other chains include
Blockbuster, Multivideo and Cinexpréss.

~ The major chains distribute both Beta and VHS formats. The northem states tend

to have higher proportions of VHS. According to Videovisa, outlets in Monterrey
handle 75 percent VHS while the proportion is 50 percent in the Federal District.
Outlets in the southern states generally handle only Beta.

ViDEO PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION

Although Cdmara Nacional de la Industria Cinematogrdfica y del Videograma
(Canacine), National Chamber of the Film and Television Industry, registers
companies separately as producers or distributors, the leading video producers also
distribute. Nineteen companies are members of the Asociacion Nacional de
Productores y Reproductores de Video (Anprovac), National Video Producers
Association. There is a separate video distributors’ association called Asociacion
Nacional de Comercializadores de Video (Ancovi), National Association of Video
Distributors. The leading companies include Videovisa, Offer Video, Videomarx,
Mexcinema, Video Azteca, Comunicacion en Video and Video Universal,

According to industry observers, Videovisa is the leading distributor with almost
2,500 titles, followed by Videomax with about 2,000. These large firms benefit from
the fact that they can handle distribution for film theatres and broadcast television
as well as videocassette rental. This allows them to offer package deals to feature
film producers. ‘

The smaller video production companies are available for co-productions with
Canadian producers. A number of Canadian television and video productions have -
taken advantage of opportunities for location shooting in Mexico. Mexico offers a
wide range of locations and is usually chosen for its scenery and weather. This
amounts to an import of Mexican scenery into Canada, but at the same time it
widens the range of production styles available to Canadian producers. Technical
staff who have worked in Mexico say that the equipment and skills of the

Mexican companies are adequate for production under Canadian direction, but
that post production and film-to-tape transfers are best done in Canada.
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