
The following brief analysis of the Australian market is broken down into,
four categories widely recognized throughout the industry.

a) SPACE INDUSTRY

Only 5-20 percent of remote sensing activities in Australia are attributed
to the space sector. The space industry is dominated by international
aerospace companies and Australian involvement has been limited, the
one notable exception being the Along Track Scanning Radiometer
(ATSR) sensor development for ERS-1. The ASO is actively encouraging
development of a competitive space industry to combat Australias
position as a substantial net importer of space hardware, software and
services. Factors contributing to Australia's limited capability include a
small domestic market, high venture capital costs and insufficient
qualifled personnel. Contrary to the previous statement, however,
potential opportunities for Canadian coilaboration exist in this area,
specifically from research and development generated in Australia.
Organizations such as the CSIRO, together with Australian companies
possessing good engineering and design capabilities would be receptive to
a Canadian commercial partner as the latter are viewed as being of more
appropriate size than other, larger foreign firms.
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