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The Contracting States,
Desiring to make a contribution to the progress of science and

technology,
Desiring to perfect the legal protection of inventions,
Desiring to simplify and render more economical the obtaining of

protection for inventions where protection îs sought in several count-
tries,

Desiring to facilitate and accelerate access by the public to the
technical information contained in documents describing new inven-
tions,

Desiring to foster and accelerate the economic development of de-
veloping countries through the adoption of measures designed to in-
crease the efficiency of their legal systems, whether national or re-
gional, instituted for the protection of inventions by providing easily
accessible information on the availability of technological solutions
applicable to their special needs and by facilitating access to the ever
expanding volume of modem technology,

Convinced that cooperation among nations will greatly facilitate
the attainment of these aims,

Have concluded the present Treaty.

Introductory Provisions

Article 1

Establishment of a Union

(1) The States party to this Treaty (hereinafter called "the Con-
tracting States") constitute a Union for cooperation in the filing,
searching, and examination, of applications for the protection of in-
ventions, and for rendering special technical services. The Union shaîl
be known as the International Patent Cooperation Union.

(2) No provision of this Treaty shaîl be interpreted as diminishing
the rights under the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial
Property of any national or resident of any country party to that Con-
vention.


