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is concernied, we have consistently
taken the objective of our mandate very
seriousiy and have done much to f111 out the
framework it provided with concrete
proposais. Throughout ail these years,
and in ail our proposais, the guiding prin-
cipie of our position has been to seek a gen-
Uine Improvement of the security relation-
ship in Europe refiected in a meaningfui
agreement that takes into account the
requirements of security and stablity.

West has sought
Improvement In European
Securlty

The West has piayed ils full part in
filling the conceptuai void that existed at
the outset of our taiks. It has contributed
a numbe 'r of important concepts, which
in the course of the negotiations have
gradually been adopted by the East in
principie, and have thus become corn-
mon ground. Exampies are the concepts
of parity expressed in common ceilings,
collectivity, strict and effective verif ica-
tion and the rieed to solve the probiem
of asymmetries. We have contributeci a
number of other ideas, such as the
necessary iink between reductions andl
ensuing lilmitations and the need for
assoclated measures deslgned to promote
the generai goal of lncreaslng securlty and
stablltv. We have orooosed numericallv

engage seriousiy in convenvonai arms
control issues. There is now general
recgiin mhat significant disparities
exist in the conventional force balance,
whlch neecl to be elimlnated.

Looklng bock on these fifteen years of

'the Mutual and Baianced Force Reduc-
tion Taiks were a pioneering attempt to
arrive at conventional arms control
measures in a crucial area of Europe.'
This is a quotation from the speech of
the Canadian Foreign Minister, the Right
Honourable Joe Clark, at the CSCE con-
cluding plenary meeting only two weeks
ago. Our taiks have made a valuable
contribution to an increasing mutual
understanding between East and West of
each other's positions, to raising public
awareness of the importance 0f the
issues involved and to the graduai crea-
tion 0f a better security relationship in
Europe. The experience 0f the process
of negotîating on conventiona arms con-
trol which we have thus gained ls of
great and lasting value. And finally, our
taiks have been a useful instrument to
maintain the dialogue between East and
West on security Issues, even durlng the
more difficuit periods of our relationship.
As such, our tatks have formed an ele-
ment of stabiity ln themeelves.

Our talks end here today. But the
efforts to bring about greater securîty
and a more stable relationshlp in Europe
must and wili go on. The conclusion of
the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces
(INF) treaty proved that - given political
wli on both sides - il is possible to find
solutions for seemlnolv intractable prob-

policy. Our Governments wlill continue to
explore ail opportunities consistent with
our security requirements, for effective
and veriflable arms control agreements.
As has been stated by the NATO Heads
of State and Governrnent in their Brussels
declaration 'The Way Aheaci' on 3rd
March 1988: 'We seek negotiations flot
for their own sake but to reach agree-

ments which can significantiy reduce the
risk of conflict and make a genuine con-
tribution t0 stability and peace.'

Mr. Chairman, i have already men-
tioned that our discussions have con-
tributed to a better understanding
between East and West. 1 think this Is
now the right moment to add that these
many years have aiso given great satis-
faction on a personal level, as they have
forged so many bonds of friendship and
mutual esteem. 1 am sure these bonds
wili last, for which we shouid be most
grateful.

It is also the right moment to address a
word of thanks t0 the authorities of the
Repubiic of Austria. The impeccable and
hospitable way in which the authorities
have contributed f0 the organization of
our talks deserves our gratitude. We are
aiso, indebted f0 our interpreters who
have faithfuiiy rendered their services to
our taiks for so many years."O

New Con ventional Talks
Underway

On March 9, the Department of
Externat Affairs issued the following
communiqué:

The Secretary of State for External
Affairs, the Rlght Honourabie Joe Clark,
today announced that Canada, at the
opening sessions of the two new negoti-
ations on conventionai arms control in
Vienna, tabied a series of proposais
aimed at enhancing stabllity in Europe.
Canada tabied these proposais on behaîf
of ail the states members of the NATO
Alliance.

In the Negotiation on Conventional
Armed Forces in Europe (OFE), Mr.
Clark noted that Canada and ils Western
Alles seek: the establishment of a
secure and stable balance of conven-
tional forces at iower levels; the elimina-
tion of disparities prejudiclal to stabllity;
and the elimination of the capabllty for
launchlng surprise attack andi for
initlatlng large-scale offensive action. To
achieve these ends, we have proposed:
a radical reductiorl in the overaîl levels


