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'-',The^concept'of^the common heritage of mankind represents an.. ,
extremely radical, noveland imaginativeapproach. While the
waters sûperjacent to the international seabed.area may continue

to be,subject to,thelaissez-faire doctrine of freedom of the high
: seas„,except as,amended by :international fisheries, conservation,
:environmental.and disarmament-treaties;the seabed below and its
resources.iaill be subject"to à;.regime of international management,., . .- _
,governed- bÿa-newïinternational^authority. The:potential
implications .of< this; new" concept ,'are truly, far-reaching. It can_
re-shape the ttiinking of all of-us;about how to live together

in harmonÿ; shâring;instead ofcompeting for finite resources.

:-.Whatthe international community ïsattémpting.to do is to

de-velop -the first- international'management system for some of the

-.resources-of the,planet éarth, based:on principles of sound conser-

vation;,rational development and equitable.distribution of benefits:

riy personal.viewis that any negation of:'individual rights
or_state,sovereignty involved'is far outweighed by the collective
benefiCthat.may.ultimately ensue.:Thc attitudes;legal concepts,-

:aheecc principles andthe.interriâ.tional area of the seabed;

tolbe resérved;:for purely:peaceful uses and for the common heritage

of mankind', can-teach.us Iessons'ininternational co-operation

which,we"^can translaté into action in other areasof human activity-
,^.evenion. land.

The,experience we:çan'gain in the'first.trueexample of
"supra nationalism""can-haveprofound effécts.upon existing world

order;.founded,_as at is;-on.the:concept of the "nation-state"
Güth 'littlë or . no shaÎ'ing,,of _ sovereignty. even, within the UN.
Quitë;apart, however,=`from thepôtentially negative aspects, such
as the ;possibie `_threats to péace which could follow from failure

-to.translate this`beautiful:idea'into concrete ruleof law, there^., ..-. . •. - ,
are.other:equally important°considerations.of a more positive^W .
nature. , .;

The point of major importancein my view is that the common
V^G heritagé.is directly relevant to' -.and"may even be à pre-condition

to,=attainment^of the-New.International Order. If the developed,-_ - • .
states,resist this trend; they.jeopardize the fate of the Conference

as.awhole-and`inthe process do a great disservice_tothe inter-
national, community.

. ... extract from an"address;entitled
The Third Law of.the.Sea Conference: The Consequences of Success
or: Failure. _'b;- J.Alan Beesley.

Find out aboutthe New International Economic Order?
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See article by Maria"Edùardo Gônçales'Who Owns the Oceans? " for additional information
on the links with the proposed New International Economic Order?


