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CuapTer 1. FUNCTIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL Law CoMMISSION

Article 156

In the following articles the expression “progressive development of
international law” is used for convenience as meaning the preparation of
draft conventions on subjects which have not yet been regulated by inter-
national law or in regard to which the law has not yet been sufficiently
developed in the practice of States. Similarly, the expression “codification
of international law” is used for convenience as meaning the more precise
formulation and systematization of rules of international law in fields
where there already has been extensive state practice, precedent and
doctrine.

A. PROGRESSIVE DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNATIONAL LAW

Article 16

When the General Assembly refers to the Commission a proposal for
the progressive development of international law, the Commission shall
follow a procedure on the following lines:

(a) The Commission shall appoint one of its members to be Rap-
porteur;

(b) The Commission shall formulate a plan of work;

(¢) The Commission shall circulate a questionnaire to the Govern-
ments, and shall invite them to supply within a fixed period of
time data and information relevant to items included in the plan
of work;

(d) The Commission may appoint some of its members to work with
the Rapporteur on the preparation of drafts pending receipt of
replies to this questionnaire;

(¢) The Commission may consult with scientific institutions and
individual experts; these experts need not necessarily be nationals
of Members of the United Nations. The Secretary-General will
provide, when necessary and within the limits of the budget, for
tthe expenses of these consultations of experts;

(f) The Commission shall consider the drafts proposed by the Rap-
porteur;

(g) When the Commission considers a draft to be satisfactory, it shall
request the Secretary-General to issue it as a Commission docu-
ment. The Secretariat shall give all necessary publicity to this
document which shall be accompanied by such explanations and
supporting material as the Commission considers appropriate.
The publication shall include any information supplied to the
Commission in reply to the questionnaire referred to in sub-
paragraph (c) above;

(h) The Commission shall invite the Governments to submit their
comments on this document within a reasonable time;




