
THE TARIFF COMMISSION

heiglit, be it Iow or high, will appear very like a proposai Vo
entrust Vo the tigers the privilege of making the game-laws.

If it is affirmed that Vhs power can only bie properly
exercised by a commission, then it is f air to retort that every
memnler of the present parliament wu. elected as a tariff
commissioner, for the lust election turned entirely upon a ques-
tion of trade. To hand over the taxing power of parliament to
a commission would be Vo alidicate ail the virtue which there
is in free institutions, and the people will flot voluntarily
assent Vo that. They would at least expect Vo be informed
who the commissioners were Vo, be, who was Vo, appoint themn,
and what was the extent of their power. Even then tliey
might flot be quite satisfied, for tliey could flot failtVo remember
that in 1896 they had etected a parliament which wus pledged
to one course and deliberately adopted another. A commis-
sion clothed with any authority whatever would be liard to
diistinguieli from those men who in the Greek colonie were
cailed tyrants, and were tyrants just in proportion Vo, their
power.

It is quite impossible Vo Say in advance of the event
whether the proposai is good or bad, untit we are informed
what the full terms of it are. Even if the commission is noV
Vo have futit power Vo, fix tariffs, iV wil have the support of
many reasonable men who look upon protection as an act
of God or an immutabte law of nature, and consider that the
true measure of it is the difference between the cost of pro-
duction at home and abroad. The men appointed woutd then
occupy themselves in determining what that difference is, and
so, they say, we shoutd have a scientifie tariff. From Vhs it
wiil foilow that the more incompetent a manufacturer ie the
higlier wiil be the protection whicl is accorded him, since his
incompetence increases hie costs. The commission would then
have Vo enquire noV atone how mucli it doee coet Vo produce an
article, but liow mucli it should cost. They woutd be com-
pelled Vo determine how mucli time a manufacturer should
spend at his tuncheon, what lie slioutd eat and drink, how
many hotidays lie is entitted Vo, liow lie eliould comport him-


