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HIGHER EDUCATION IN NEW ENGLAND.
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We oladly acknowledge, with thanks, the courtesy

of Mr. Rav Greene Huling, the secretary.
4 model of neatness and car

i sending

to us the report,

editing. of the fourth annual meetin
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England  Association of Colleges and
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Rchools ™ held at Boston on lrhaned 1s

in ite membership the moest
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o
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1850, and comprist
eminent teachers in the universitios el bemivs and
hich schools of New Eocland.  This Assocition
‘ mes, not oonlvowith the

presents us, in its proce
latest but most authoritative and weightiest expros:

gion of educational opinton on the continent, upeh

some of the most keenly Jizeussed  questions o the

b ; PRI Prap \ i
dav. and it ig interesting and instructive toobserve
that the topies which engage their attention were

chiefly those to which the minds of lealing educators
in our own country are direeted. Thev, as well as
we. are anxious respecting the gualitications of the
teachers in secondary schools: they wish toarrive at

jeet of ex-

some common understanding upon tl
aminations for entrance to the university, and

ro that T }

express sympathy with the desire that an etfort be

be made provide instruction in elementary seience in
schoolsof all grades.  The addresses and reports an of
an exceedingly practical character and aredistinguish-

ed throughout by breadth of view. Knowle
gense and moderation,

In one paper a pled is advanced
by universities of professional traiming
of secondary schools. From the degree of support
which the views of the writer evoked, we may reason-

ablv infer that the members of the Association huave

N .

great fuith in pedagogic training. yet it =
f:it"uJI'V 9 note that a ‘1.:"'\‘:'1!} il!.‘i thorou alion

t
led by them as indizpensable and as providing

13 regare
the teacher with his necessary equipment. = Colleg

education,” savs President Dwighto *rcan and ought
to give the graduate the Knowledge, wnd af possible,
the common sense which will enable him 1o nse
Then let him practice. The man’s individuality
must be his chief reliance.”

Perhaps, to us, the most interesting discussion is
that upon the subject, * Should Homer e tanghtin
the preparatory school: 77 and we may not bhe at
fault in supposing from the space devoted to the re-
port of the Jeading papers and the specches on
athrmative or negative side of the question, and the
prominent position of the speakers, that 1t was cqually
1nteresting to the Association.  We must confess to ;
good deal of symputhy for the views of Dro Keep anud
his supperters. W cannot nmagine anything more

drmr}' for students in classics at this stafde than to be
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condemned toread three or four books of the Anabasis
without any relief  Young men are sutliciently ac-
quainted with Greek syutax, after a thorough study
of one book of Nenophon to commence the Ihad or
the Odvssey.  We never knew of any tyro in Greek
beine faseinated by the Anabasis, but scarcely any
ane reads either of Homer's works without being in
come deoree conscious of s power to arouse an
mterest i the narrative and some :Ap;»rm'i:stiun of the
.\I)x« of }'w«'f!:\ N l‘:('('\l there be any fmr l('ﬁ[ [}l(‘
ctadent lose pround o Attie Greek by the study of

an author who writes 1mmoa ditferent dialect, for the

Greck composttion which oceupies part of his time

will be sntficlent to prevent it
The existence of this Association, the utility of the
<ubjects which are discussed and the ability and
varied experience of 1ts members, must exert a bene-

ficial influence upon the higher education of the New

Fuoland States.

ENGLISH LITERATURE IN THE COMMON
SCHOOL.

An examyple of good work of this kind we observed
on Friday afternoon, preceding the (Christmas vaca-
tion, in the vice-prineipal’s department in the Morris
Street School, Halifax. - Ten minuteg a day during
the past vear were devoted to the study and memori-
sation of short poctical  passages, together with the
date, country and  chief work of the author. The

Bildren at home had much pleasure and educative
amusement in searching for striking poetical gems to
be presentad for seleetion by the teacher. The result

was the memorization of some 344 of the most beauti-

fully expressed thoughtsin the English language, with

1

an outhine =keteh of about seventy noted authors.
\\".
such quotations followed each other in a ceaseless

fucenatine <tream. well recited, author and work

1t an instant's hesitation, some sixty or seventy

ctuted, all in obedience to the motion of the teacher’s
1+ was ouly a part of the interesting pro-

cramme, but the one which interested us most. - The

eve,
Superior, the Sceretary and the Chairman of the
School Commissioners  were present.  With most
judicial rutilessness, the Supervisor, before express-

ing an opinion, continued the examination by asking
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leading pomnts in their history. The result showed

weimens of the poetry of certain authors with some

that the pupils had one or more illustrations of the
poetry of @ great number of authors ready at hand
with an outline biographical sketch.  Here was being
Liid aoread, practical and useful foundation of English
iterature—uscful for present purposes and the best




