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CURRENT EVENTS.
ANn eartbquakc and tidal wave visited sotiihern lîaly.

December a8th, attended with appalling loss ot lite
and sufl'cring, and. tht destruction of an enerninus
amnount of property. ()ver ioo.ooo prople arc rel>.irtrti
dcad, and great numbers are wounded and missing.
Titree provinccs of tht department of Calabria. which
forms tht "toc of the boot'* in soutit-western ltaly.were dévastated; the important City of Messina, innortb-eastern Sicily, and the village of Reggio. ou theopposite side of the sîraits of Messina, are destroyed.
and tht port of Catania, in Eastern Sicity, inundated
by a tidal wave.

A compass for use in airships is needed, the ordinarymariuer's compass being rendered useless by the
motor.

Germait warships arej to be equipped witit acetylene
shella to take the placeý of scarcb lightîs. On being
flrcd, tht sheil gotsunder water, and tht action of thtwatër produces tht acetylene light. This plan bas thegreat advantage of lighting Up a given space where thtlaght is needtd, while tht shijp that tires the shel l ileft in darkness.
Tht thrte-hundredth annivtrsary of Milton, and thetwo-hundredth annivcrsary cf tht birtit of CharlesWesley. author of veli knovit hymns, vert celcbrated

last month; and tbis montit brings the onc-bundredth
anniversary of tht birth of Edgar Allen Pot.

Tht nev parl"aent' of the Turkisit Empire lu in,session. It vas opentd by the Sultan, lu person; andthree hunidred and flfty mnembers of tht Britisht parlia-ment sent a congratulato,.> address, cxpressing theirconfidence that the establishment of 'tht Turkish,
legisiauive body viii lead to tht velfare and content-ment 'of ail races au dt Ottoman dominions. Thtfirst Turkish parliament assèmbled over thirty yearsago, but vas dissolved 'before any definite results were
efcîed.

An international confcrence on tht opium traffic isto b. held .next month, at Shangitai China. Mr. W. L.MacKenzie King, M. P., wyl represent Canada. Hthas expresseil the opinion that tht only way té checkthe. traffic is to prohibit tht raising of poppits to sogeaî an extent as at present.
.The agitation mgainst tht govtrnment An India i15 50Strbons that tht King made reference bo it in bissPeIfh lit thecdose of Parlimmtnt; addifng, h9vcver, anexpression cf his hope that thee mtasu reg. proposed. togi've the In4iaus a greater share in tht central govert-'ment vould satisfy ail reasonable demands.* Severalpronent natives havé betn arrested , ôi the ch argc of

In ti:is, tht capital of Venezuela,'tht people havensà&.aïaiust Président Castro, vho in nov in Europe;0and tht vkéÎrsdent, han formed 'a nev govcýrnment.
It i *'«*e9et tt this nev govcrnment,,vili, settle

-the, existing disputes between Venezuiela and fortlgu
powers. including ilo land. The deposed pfsdent
had rulf(l the couIntry since 189%, hen h. came into
power aitei hend of a succeisful revolutlon.

Containied pence in the Balkans lu by no means
aqsured. Servi a and Montenegro are preparlng for war
with Austria, andýexprctS~elp rom teh.dssatsfied in..
habitants of the annexed, provinces. The conference
of the Powers which it vas thouthe mlht bring about
a praceful sceneent, ha$ flot yet assembled.

A conference of 'the pavers called by Great Britai,
to frame a code of laws for naval varai. Je opend
in London. The United States, France, Germany,
Italy, Austîa-lungary, Russia, Spain. Joland and
lapin are representcd.

The convention for the purpose of considering thecloser union of the South African colonies basrecommended that the present interculonsal boundarle#
be abôlished, and the country now comprising Cap*
Colony, Natal, Transvaal and Orange River Coigny b.diided into six equal parts. each vth a local leu"-laturc of its own, and all represtinted in a centralparliament. It.semrs probable that dhii. cheme viiib.
carricd out.

T ht Russian government is making surveys for theproposed canal b connet ~the Baltc it viheb.B"a
!e.One end of tbis canal wiîl be on the navigabile

waters of the Riga. the other on the Doleper.
The governnent's experiment in iuîroducang Amen-can cottan imb India bas met with success, Tht pro-du'ct bnings a higher price than the Indian.cotton.
Fathtr joseph Murgas, the anventor af the under-ground vireless telegraph, lu shordy 10 bimg bisystecn into actual use., lie daims that h. viii b. *bhto send an underground message from Neu York, toSan Francisco viti only dircestations. The pmessageis sent from tubes, diirty feet deep. Ont tub. Je ofaluminumn coated with silver, and titis is euclosed inanother tube containing oti. Tht signalt are given bylmusical tonts, titrougit tinely adjusted seudiog sud r.-ceiving instruments.
Aluminum 's nov rolled thinner titan tinfoit aud Jslikely to replace tinfoil for many uses.' It iipropS"ein France that copper coins shall be replaced fi coinsmade of aluminum.-
The great où veil in Mexico, which vas buulng for..two montits before tite ire could b.e «tlngulshed, Jenov said 10 be throwing out noxiotis gasesfIrcîn theeffects of which mtn and.. animal& are dying., The'fumes- aré>said to have blacktned metals and. killedbirds in a town sixty-flve miles from tht vel. , ý'Nord Alexis, President of Hayti, bau been deposedand bas lied trom tht coun.try., This, hov.veç; bas notendtd the civil war. There are several rival-êlaimants
w.tisome following, and the struggle b.tween th.mmiay be prolonged, if th. United Statu. govtrument

dots flot interfcre to restore order.
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