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Concorde was held out to Barye. But finally it was

resolved to have an eagle with seventy f eet spanof

wings descendirig. upon the Arc de Triomphe,

clutching in its talons trophies symbolizing the

cities and'patioils conquered by Napoleon. Alas for,

France that none of these were. carried out, and that

she gave not lier genitises work worthy of tliem.

The jury of thirty-six proceeded to treat Barye as

they had treated Millet, Rousseau and others. is

'bronzes were refused. Hie interpteted this as an

order to submit to academic ideas or cease to corn-

pete, and did not again compete tilI i85o, wlien the

old jury was swept away with the monarcliy. In

i84o lie completed the lion, whicli is walking about

th 'Uase of the Bastille colurn.Ti a nte

mitestone in the onward mardi of the great sculptor.

The lion is pacing with slow measuredsteps about

the 16ase of the pillar, breathing low growts as lie

goes. Charles Blanc says of this lion, IlIt is the

image of the people guarding their dead."

But Barye had begun answering the àction of

the Salon of 1837 by making himsetf a manufac-

turer, hiring skilled labor and selling lis products.

These consisted principally of small statues of

animaIs and bitds. But oh, the folly of' it 1 The

folly of France!1 There stood one who coutd have

done for Paris what the masters of Greek qrt had

doue for Athens, and they let hlmn waste his/time ià

making Lilliputians -for a living. He /ddnol

neglect grand art altogether, however.: Tht

IlTheseus and Minotaur" belong tg grand art, an(

in 1847 lie finished the "Sitting Lion." -This wai

lis first public answer in monumental work tc5 th,

closing of the Salon doors, and the answer was;

complete one. Here aIl details are effaced. Th

lion, grand- calm, terrible in lis' conscious mighl

sits there on his throne looking towardsthe end

of the earth. The state purchased it and ptaced

near one of the entrances to the Louvre.

Eighteen hundred and forty-eiglit came, and wit

it the revolution; the Salon was no toiger closeg

and the artists of the new school.got their chanc

Barye was himself made one of the judges. E

re-entered the Salon of i85o with the IlCentaur ar,

Lafrith" and the "Jaguar and Tir. oth ai

now in the Loui<re. The ýCentaur is -grand, but ti

Jaguar-such strength, sudh savagery, sudh suppl

nesà !-you can f eet its muscles slip under*its .bron

skin. It is not an individual, but a type-this

genitis, immortality. *Barye had attained mnaturi

iu art. The jaguar was purchased in 1852 by t

Impérial House, and Barye w'âs named professor

drawing and zoology at the Museuili Of Naturat

History, a'position hie held until his deatli. At the,

World's Exposition of 1855 the iýnternational 'jury

awarded himn the grand medal of honor in -the àec-

tion of art bronzes, and he was named efficer of the

Legion of Honor. In î88 lie was eiected to the

ýAcademy of Beaux Arts..-
Sylvester, Barye's friend, describes him 'at the

zenith of his power: IlHe is of supple figure and

above middle .heiglht, his dress is modest and. care-

fui, lis bearing and gestures are precise,. tranquil,

worthy., H4s'eyes, vigilant, firmn, look you atways,

f rankly, profoundly in the face. Hre listeng to yow

wih patience, and divines your7 thouglits. Ail 1is

words hit the mark, but they seem to corne with

effort f rom his thin, strong lips., for with« him, silence

is virtue. He follows the maximn, ' It is betterýt9 be

-thàn to appear.' He has neyer taken an ambitions

step, neyer spoken: a servile word, nver cherished

a jealous thouglit, being ever ready to give fuît

crédit to others. I, do not know aý contemporary

more ready than lie, to hear what is, true andýdal

what isbeàutilul. A man convinced of his, own

Worth, without vanity, solid in lis 'affections,. de-

spising bis enemies to the point oifigetting tiem,

charitable toward 'others, severe towàrd hiniself."

iCorot and others, who knew himn well, found hirm

ian interesting taîker and critic, the mute reserved

Lman bec6ming fuit. of animnatiôn artd sparkle, Hie

was married ,twice. is first wife and their, two

1- daughters died, and he married again and had eighý

s chuldren. He seemed to have loved his home and',

Sfamily, but- of lis domestic. te tittle .is known.

a He painted as well as-scutptûred, and it was W.hen

e painting backgroutids for lii animais in the forest

t, of Fontainebleaui that hie was- moat associated with

,s lis Barbizoni fellow artists. Hie -knew thé- witd

it animais of, Fontainèeai. wetl, and itq the rocky

gorges of the forest lie imagined' the Indian junles

h and African wilds.

1, lleari disease kept himn to lischair iit 1,ast' and

e. Corot' s death was kept asecret from him. One

[e day, toward his last, Madame Barye was dusting

id some bronzes, and remarked that *lien he felt better

,-e lie ought to see that lis signature on the brçnzes

ie be made plainer. Hie replied, " Give yours-çif no

e- uneasiness, twenty years hence they will be seardli

ze ing for it with a magnifying glass."

is The calm, determine5l, kindly man, one of the

ty greatest gemmues of any land, ceased front his

lie labors on June 25th, 1875. France xnotrned lier

of gifted son, but she was net wise in time.


