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J uv 90. 'lco(>liiiittee of olîr Iiiteiîproll nil
('on vention have becît tortîînatc i n seco ring sticli au
cm îîcîî t cd îîeation st , whlose long and honorable coi,-
nieti>il w itl t he schools of G~reat Britai n su we. I
quialifies hlmi to speak on the sflbjet, lie bas chosen.

''le fol lovi ng brief sketch of D r. Fitch nia serve
to show hio% longf' ani important lias liCe? is Con1-
liCction wlith ed iicationial work: Born uin 1824, hý
gainiie bis bighcr ediieation ait U~niversity College,
London, recel vi ng lits degrve of M. A. from the Uni-
versi t of Lonîdon. F'ront 1 S,- 1 to i 81'çý lie w% as Vice,
1>ri nc ipal, an (i froîn i S51 to I 8C3, Principal, of the
N ornmal College of the Brit ish and Forelgnl Scbool
Societ v. WVh ile in this position, ii conjonction with
D r. Cornw~~ell, hiis collcague, lie was the author of?

T1hec Science of Arithmnîtie,'' a book designcd to aie
teachers i n expiai n ing the ruliia/e of intritimietlia.
îîrocesses. loit IS3, on the rccoinmcî dation of Jhr.
Granville, lie was appointed one of lier Majesty'e-
Inspectors of Sehools, with charge of thc Yorkshirc
district, but lias sincc been rcpeatcdly detachcd front
that office on special aîîd tcnîporary service of a
highly important nattore. This service lias for the
inost part consisted in making inquiries into the state
of prinlar! and secondary education in, Eng]and, and
reporting thereon. Ile was for ten ycars examiner in
the U~niversity of London, in English ]anguagc, liter-
attire, and hîistory, and for twenty years Nvas one of
the special exaniers for the civil service. Ili s now
the senior Inspector of ler Majcstv's schoois.

Ilc is the author of numerous articles on literary
and l eduicitional topics, and bis Il Lectures on Tcacli-

lig" as beeti large]y circîî]ated in Great Britain, the
colonies, aîd especially in the Umnited States, where
it bias been rcprinted and is rcgarded as, perhiaps, the
best, single book for teachiers In clcmcentary schools.

As to the field of bighcr education lie is a member
(of the govcrning bodies of St. Paul's School, Girton
College, Camnbridge, and Cheltcnliami Ladies' ('ollege.
luIn8~ the University of St. Andrew's coîiferrcd
iîpon bini the hîonorary dcgree of LL. D.

CANADIAN TEA.

Our scientific editor bas been at a five o'ciock Lab-
rador tea. The beverage was a success-ratcd by
soie au superior to China teas. It was prcparcd.
simply as foilows: Leaves of the present seaSon.
Boiling watcr pomrcil on, and kept covcred for abot
twenty nminutes; kcpt ncarly to boiling point-but
flot allowd to boil. Swcctencd with reflned sigar.
Cream or milk added. The dried icaf of Ledion la/i.
folium could be put on the market, ailowing the
widest inargin, at ten cents per pou 11(.

CANADIAN TREPANG.

lu the waters stirr(>Llnding the Atlantic Provinces,
a1 holothîurian,11n/rafrioi, Jaeger, very sirn-
ilar to the trcpana, of the Mîilay and Chinese coasts,
s fouind nr great aboindance. 'It is called bv our

tishermen the " Sua-cucuimber" or " Sea-pumpkin."
A fcw cxI)eriments have been made on it as an article
of food, ani it bas been pronýounccd good, witb the
flavor of lobstu.-meat. rureî)ang, in the East, is pre-

Ipared lîy dipping the liv'e Il Sa-cuct)mber " for two
miiijiiotes in boiling water, then cutting oper, then
throwing into a second cauîdron of boiling water and
mimosa bark. It is tinally dried in the soin, and
J)ressed for stowage. The market value bas been
quoted at from five to six dollars per liundred pounds;
and tbe fisheries are considered of indostrial iimport-
ance. Will not some of our ngenious fishiermretn, or
fish dealers, make a thorough test of our own IlSea-
cucumber," and settie the question wbether there i8
to be any Canadian trepang or not.

CANADIAN EDIBLE FUN GI

Thousands of dollars' worthi of edible fungi, nutri-
tious and delicious when properly cooked, are spon-
taneously produccd by nature, and constantiy going
to waste in these Provinces, frcmi a lack of knowledge.
The common mnushroom, Agaricux<ipe<rs is only
one of a great number of species, on which the poor
farmer miglit occasionally dine as a lord, did be know
the possibîlities un4 er bis band. Some species are
posnos othiers are offensive or inedible. But little
training woold. be rcquired to distinguish one from
the other, and to di1scover a metbod of cooking which.
would develop ail tlîeir delicîoLsness.

At sorne future time-not the jiresent year-we
expect to give some plain accotînt of the more comi-
mon edible fungi, with figures, to enable our teaclher8
to introduce a more comiplete knowledge of this in-
-tercsting class of vegetation iî.to ail districts of the
counîtry. lit the innantînhe the teachier should be
always a close observer of n.uture on every baud.
Neyer shouid lie ncglect careful examination of any-
tbing coming uder is attentian, because bc thinks
lie niay not be able to uîame it (or classify it. Such a
teacher mnay well be said Co be a blind leader of the

ON accotîît of the absence 'iu Europe of D)r. Thi.
Il. Rand, Sir W'm. Dawson will, iif lie reachi St. Johin
lu trne, open tue Convention, :n the Copic, Il Remui-
nîscences and Prospects of Educatioti in Canada," a
theme wlîich, iu the bands of this distingîiishcd cdu-
catiomuist, wilI prove of the grea:est itctrest.


