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consider it7an'honour to dJaso. Penalties are im-
posed for a refusal to serve in any position to which
a citizen may be elected. The municipal
asaembly la composed of 126 members, representing
326 wards. (At present it consista of 144 members)
Que-hall, at least, must be house-owuers. The
membera are chosen for six yeara, one-third retiring
every two years, thus giving permanency to the
governing body by naiang the changes gradual.
This body controls the affaira of the city. Lt
chooses, also, the upper branches of the city
government known a8 the magistracy, composed
of the mayor and the board of aldermen, 32 in
number, 15 of whom are salaried, and 17 are
honorary members. The term of the mayor la 12
years; the salary about $7,500. The mayoralty la
regarded as a position of high honour. The
salaried aldermen are elected for 12 years by the
municipal assembly, with special regard to their
qualifications. Their salaries are higher than those
of the local judges. The custom la te re-elect good
men. The term of the unpaid aldermen la six years
and thev are usuallv chosen from men who have

we find the Municipal Act of 'British Columbia is
founded.

Iu order to secure, in British Columnbia; not only a
continuity of policy but also to safeguard the public
interest to the greatest extent, it is absolutely necessary
that one-haif, or some proportion of the governiug body
should retire each year, instead of the entire body re-
tiring as at present.

Under the Provincial Municipal Act, our municipal
government is divided into several heads, the most
important of which is the financial aspect, because on
the necessary finances (which are derived from taxa-
tion on the land and other sources) the other subdivisions
of municipal goverument depend èntirely.

The members of this Convention are aware how the
revenue of every city and municipality in British Colum-
bia la derived by means of taxation.

But there are one or two differenceea in the Municipal
Clauses Act with regard to the assessment. That is to
say, that there la no provision made for inserting a
parcel of land on the Assessment Roll after the Court of
Revision, if it has been ornitted by the Assessor. This
should be brought to the attention of the Municipal
Cominn sion, and some clause inserted in the Act where-

Vbl. IX, Ne. L


