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A BIOGRAPIIICAL SKETCH 0F
JOHN CHARLTON.JOHN Charlton is the son of the

late Michael Charlton, whio enîi-
grated to America f rom Northumber-
land, England, in 1825. He was born
at "Whieatlands," near Caledonia,
N.Y., Feb. 3, 1829, and was edulcated
at the McLaren Grammnar School of
Caledonia, and at Springville Acade-
iny, New York. He trietl clerking,
law andI newspaper work in rapid suc-
cession, bu)lt on renioving to Canada in
1849, lie gave himself nip to farmn life
and spent four vears on his fatlier's
farm nlear the village of Ayr. In 1853
he went to Lynedoch, whiere lie open-
ed a general store in partnership \vith
Geo. Gray. [il 1859 hie was l)lacetl in
charge of the Canatlian business of the
extensive lumber firni of Smnith &
Westover of Tonawancla, N.Y., and in
1881 lie embarked iii the saine busi-
ness on his own accouint. fil this
business, in which hie is still activel\
engaged, hie bas been miost succes9ftnl,
and lie is now cotinted one of the

lnumber p)rinces" of thle province.
Mr. Charlton is a Liberal in politics

anci began his public career as a
statesman in 1872 when hie xvas chosen
as the representative of Norfolk Colin-
ty for the House of Commions. This
position hie continuied to hold with
ever-increasing popularity until lie

-withdrew from public life before the
recent general election.

As a politician and statesman hie is
pr >obably best known as a promoter of
mo ral legislation. For niany years hie
wrought in Parliament for the passage
,of a law affortling protection to xvo-
men and girls, and at last stucceeded in
secuiring thie adoption of "The Charl-
ton'Act" in their behaîf. He also ad-

vocate(l thc hetter observance of the
Sabbath, arguling that "while the law
cannot conipel n'i, to go to religions
services that it shtld provide that
men bc seccured iii the righit to go to
church, anti have respect for religions
(tnties if they desire to (Io so, and that
any le.-islation calcullated to secir,
righits of conscience andi religions lib-
ertv is flot onlv proper but desirable."
,MIr. Charlton considers rest from la-
hor o11 Sninday a civil riglit and lie
bases hlis advocacy of the bill npon
that assiiml)tion andtilpo)01 the fnrther
assuiiil)tioIl that the state niav lroper-
ly seek l)y legislation to I)roimote the
moral, lihysical and intellectnal inter-
ests of the people. The bill passed
the Connnons in 1894- and among
other things forbidden, it J)rolbbts the
pub11lication ani sale, of Stinday papers.

iM/r. Chiarltonl has great faithi in the
future of his adopted country and
amis to mnake it a niodel Chiristian na-
tion. lie uirges Canadians to 'lay the
foutiations of Canada's welfare in
justice, and to build uip the superstruc-
ture in honesty anti trulth; to believe
iii its possibîlities anti labor for its fuj-
ture, antI to consecrate the high privi-
leges of ci'tizenislip to the cause of pa-
triotisnm, tt)- eninitv of political base-
ness antI corruption andI to lofty and
pur political ideals." He believes
that ouir geographIical position renders
the cultivation of friendly political
and commercial relations with the
United States of prime importance,
not only to ourselves but to Great
B-Jritailn as well.

As a restilt of this faithi he has ad-
vocatetl a retînctitin of the cuistonîs
antI an extensiv'e rcciprocity of traie.
01n suchi subjects Mr. Charlton is well
tjualifietl to sp)ealç. Referring tol him,
Sir WVilfrid Laurier says: "It is


