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Current Topics.

Politics remain unchanged. Tn Ontario
the ¢ No Coercion” cry, which is our old
friend ‘“No Popery” in another guise, is
shouted. Toronto is a good stout Orange centre
stalwarts are making it very uncomfortable for
o ertsondidates. Messrs. Cockburn, Osler, Clarke a.n‘d
&Ditob: Br:ll"e all pl'e:dged to oppose Separate schools in
he 1, « The Hamilton candidates are not so pronounced.

i . . .
rote fbemls are curiously silent. They dare not, in strong
J 1) . .

ei”""nt constituencies, advocate Separate schools, and

O;;:;h‘)“t the rura} districts of Ontario the people fi.l‘e
e cit, ¥ opposed to Separate schools, but they are not like
y S!louters. There will probably be returned however
Ntario contingent of Government supporters pledged to
ee "‘_he g'!'anting of Separate schools. The curious point
T’eople ::"Eam.on appears to be that in Manitoba.itse]f the
® eleo € 1t much more quietly b}?an in Ontario. When
Anitgpy Ons are over and Conservatlvefr, are returned froTn
Blario o :-‘3 well as the other Provinces, the peopl.e in
acedo;i 0 have been so di.stressed b:y the com?-over-mto-
esg&!‘ily t}?’"?‘nd'h?lp-us-cry,wﬂl be surprised to see how unnec-
ing. . ‘;‘J" fefilmgs have been wrought up all abou? noth-
% thi, t:r aurier has had the good sense an?l pa..triotlsm to
o Overuth, and all he has found fault wtth is the nl?de
Self op, :ment has adopted to remedy a grievance he hlU.J-
shoylq be 3t deny. He only goes as far as sayi‘ng tha? it
g g them?nstrated more plainly that there is a griev-
Ollowey ]'en 1t can be dealt with. Some of Mr. McCarthy’s
» like Colonel O’Brien, are personally so honest and

sln%l‘e
ort that we can attribute their attitude only to inherited
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and tendencies which prevent the exercise of
tr-mindedness. Their leader seems inclined to
of a demagogue, a descent we are sorry to witness.

Mr,

;::;omhy and the Mr. McCa,rbhy, in his desperate a?tempt. to
set his fellow-countrymen fighting with

one another, is apparently ready to go
Sl i ¢ € is in the unfortunate position of being coun-
‘blood ge Case on which he is now stirring up as much bad
ivy %c"m-- Not being satisfied with the decision of

Bady § eouﬂcll, he wants that Court wiped out as far as

© “Oncerned. That any counsel with Mr. McCarthy’s

Ounciy,

e ca
ader and confréves in Quebec dare not oppose them..

clap-trap. Nobody knows better than Mr. McCarthy the
utter failure of the Supreme Court of Canada to command
respect. Its composi-
tion is radically wrong. Quebec Judges have to decide ques.
tions of English law of which they are entirely ignorant.
English-speaking judges have to deal with points of eivi
law of which they know nothing. There never has been any
discipline in the conduct of the Court that counsel could ob.
serve. Finally, the requirement that the Judges of that
Court must live in Ottawa or within five miles of it is a fatal
obstacle to getting the best men to go there. What really
eminent man, who has his associations, his interests, his life-

Tt has been an unmitigated failure.

long friends and acquaintances, say, in Halifax, or Montreal,
or Toronto, or Winnipeg, will abandon them all and go to
Ottawa to live? It means rooting up every interest a man
has. Without any disrespect to Ottawa it is too much to
ask. Tf, then, the Supreme Court of Canada is unsatisfac-
tory, is it not a satisfaction to have a tribunal to appeal to
whose decisions pace Mr. McCarthy are recognized as satis.
factory the world over.

America is nature on a large scale. If
there is a lake, it is an ocean—a range of
mountains extends for thousands of miles
~lit is possible to travel in deserts or in prairies which
would alone be the size of small continents.
as wide as the seas of other continents. Everything is
immense. Over these enormous regions nature has a sway
which she has not in regions more confined. The western
cyclone is something beyond belief. A swathe of destruc-
tion three hundred and fifty miles long and forty mileswide has
just been cut. Everything in the course of this tornado has
disappeared. Human life has been sacrificed and the efforts
of human labour have perished in the twinkling of an eye.
Canada has been free from these terrific onslaughts of the
power of the storm. But, sad to say, in British Columbia,
the uncertainty of human happiness and the dangers of
human existence have been fearfully exemplified. Some
years ago the wreck of the steamer on the river Thames
near our Canadian London carried grief to many a heart.
This year the fatal accident at Victotia, which has hurried
many a happy holiday seeker to an untimely grave, must
equally be deplored. These disasters bring up a dreadful
total of loss of life. But that actual loss of life is only one
element in the tragedy. Those who are left behind to grieve
in many cases are in more lamentable condition than those
who are gone.

Late
Disasters

The rivers are

These are the things must give us pause and
even the most heartless and the most unretlecting must feel
that their turn may be next. ¢ Eat, drink, and be merry, for
to-morrow thou shalt die,” and “ Thou fool, this night thy
soul shall be required of thee,” go side by side.

The efforts of the Ontario Jockey Club to
promote honest racing have had a satisfac-
tory result. The horse is not an extinct
quadruped yet in spite of the bicycle. Electricity may super-
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