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of ticir sex ; thouglî, perlîaps, owvilg to th-, very f.mct of their
special personal connection witb it, tlîey are not aiways able to
consider it quite fairly and dispassioîîately. Yet they must
remember that they have keen eyed critics ready to detect
any inconsistency between large professions atîd imiperfect
practice. The annual meeting of tlîe National Couicil iii To-
ronto was scarcely over before certainl popular journals plainly
intirnated that, in their opinion, its nîeinbers w'ere more ready
to take up any otlîer reform tbaîî that in whicbi tbey could do
nîost-the anîclioration of tlîe conîditinn of the domestic
ggslaves," as one paper expressed it. Now, there are many
sorely tried mistresses wbo will be apt to corîsider this expres-
sion more applicab)le to themnselves tbaîî to the raw and ineffi-
cient workers in tlîeir kitchens, so ready to leave them in the
lurcb on thîe sbortest notice and the sl;gbtest prcuext. But we
must remember that tlîis is a question witb ttvo sides, and that
the problein, being uitimately one of buman nîature, bas as
inany variations as there are différences of character in nîis-
tresses and nîaids ; and that there is a dark side to it for the
servant, as well as for the nîistress, is only too certain.

Not long after the last annual meeting of the National
Counicil of Women, there were brought to the notice of the
writer certain grave charges against a certain class of mistresses,
comning from an observant resident in onîe of our cities (not
Toronto), a man wbo bas, for many years, takeîî a deep
iîîterest in the welfare of our femnale workers, especially in
young girls obliged to toil for a living. rhbese clîarges were
based on bis own personal observation, aîîd, as bis object was
to'kcail the attentionî of women-especially of mis/resses-to
the evils wlîereof be conmplaiîied, there cani be no reason
wby tlîis sbould îlot be doîîe by cîuoting bis own words.
In doing so, it nay be well to premise that the experience
of some of us, at least, does not justify quite so darkly
coloured a picture, and, thougb there are, doubtless, too mnany
cases such as are pictured in tlîe following passages, we wvonld
fain hope that the), do not represerît the avera.zoe treatoient
of donîestics in Canada, at least.

His first charge is that the lîours during svhicb tlîey are
expected to be on duty are frequeiîtly too long. He says, as
to this : I The demand for eiglit lîoîîrs' labour (in factories)
is reasonable, but flot a word bas been said of tlie ordinary
day of a domestic servant, wbich averages from twelve to
fourteen bours, seven days a week, while the factory bours
are only for six days. I)omestics, as a rule, are on duty from
seveiîty-five to eigbty bours every week, nîaking full allow-
ance for ineal tulles and ' îîights out.' The Sabbath too ofteîî
stops at the kitchen door, eveni of ultra-Sabbatarians. There
are thousands of these whose ordiîîary day averages up to fif-
teen. or sixteen hours ; indeed, tbey cani be called upon for
service any moment in thîe twenty-four. Eveîî thîe privilege
of 'a night off' bas little value to a girl wbo, in nîost cases, bas
to spend baîf the time from 8 to îo in going to and front ber
borne for a bnief visît. How would any nîistress like sncb a
miserable allowance for social enjoyment, or conmmunion with
ber parents and family connections ? How cani any womian
treat girls as niany domestics are treated, and yet be doing
to, others as she would have others do to ber?"

IlI bave learned nîuch," be continues, Ilsince I began
enquiries into this matter, from direct sources. There are
hundreds of bouses in tlîis city in wbich it is impossible for a
servant to lead a Christian life, opportunities for worsbip
being denied ber, sometimes by reputedly pious mistresses.
In rnany cases tbe sleeping-rooms for girls are down uîîder
ground, in damp cellars, where the sun neyer shines, non
even broad dayligbt cornes. I bave seen dozens of such
places in bouses I bave inspected wheîî tbey were openî at
rentîng time. M y blond lias bniled at the siglît ; yet ' ladies,'
women, mothers, put young girls down in such boles to sleep,
and to pass any chance leisure bours they may get. 1 bave
personal knowledge of two noble-hearted girls, who each
nîaintairîed a widowed mother. wbo were ruiîîed in bealtb by
sleeping underground, as dozens more are being slowly donc
to deatb in the Christian honmes of this city. Vet tlîese poor
girls are neyer allowed to breathe tbe free air, except at nigbt,
once a week, for a couple of blours, or, by a very special favour,
an hour or two on Sunday afternoon between meals. You
ladies spend your philanthropic energies over matters wbiçh
involve no self-sacrifice, or war witb the conventionalities of
tlîatwomnan'sbugbear ruled l)y Mrs. Grundy. Ofaîllbollow, sense-
less cries, the one complaining of girls preferring outside work

to oi ll est c service is about the sillîest. Ai c t1e ilo 1C111 itO hîîî?
Have they flot the social instincts of their sex ?hv ie
no famniiy tics ? Are they, alone, to be shut out fr0111 the
enjoyments Df companionship ? On the moral, educationa,
aird spiritual bearings of the question 1 wili îlot speak. Wcre
I to expose to you what I know of the immroral results of
domestie slavery and of serv'ice in stores,, I soldgv O
pairîful shock." 
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In tite second letter, the writer goes further inlto the subject-
Thîrty years ago, 1 was lay v > itor *in Brighton,hoEnglad

in a panish of 6,ooo peo pie, ninety One per centt. of eho ber
in extremne poverty-arge numibers living îîy vice-some b
crime. Hundreds of these poor creatures had heen ini service;
several of thern were ' season servants,' beiîîg 01n1y engage
when visitors were numecrous. I tvas commrlssioned lî>y a

newspaper to nîake tborougli inquiry iîîto the cond ition of th'
lowr oder i tw vey1arge towns. This itrought Ile xiiWtl*twer order iitn er

contact with many hundrcds of young woinenI %VOrkifhave
houses, factories, aiid shops. Since 1 camle to Canada bv
pursued the samne uine of social stnidies, so 1 miay b, 11lowed tO
claim a practical knowledge of this snbject possessed by very
fe w. I cari affirmn, fromi the direct testimlony of scores, ta
the burden of doinestic service, the interminable hours of

labour, and other disagreeahle conditions, have lA a erltthde
into vice. The longer the bow ts strained, the strong rtlc

are ept t wok bibouss orstors, h muliud
reaction when loosened ; so with ail workers-the longer ecoes bc
desire for excitement wvben free, The over-struilg nervoue

systemi demiands sonîe stimulant ; hence overwoîked girls'
easilv tem1i)ted with dangerous picasures. Many a poor gir
bas ruisbed into evil when angered by the bitter conSci orisnes
of unfair treatmnent and of the crnelty of ber lot." . ttain-

He ien describes a case in whicb a girl of superior a
mnents and character left. a place as nursemaid, considee b 0îd

for bier liealtli, and wvent into factory work, saying, " wotl

rather die soon than have to work so nanv hoirs every day O

IThere is trtith in svhat you say about bard task-nmistresse
often being tbose svho bave been bardened by havg tO wOrk
bard themrseives. But the ways and the %vhole tone of mloderi
society barden the liearts of mîstresses. 1 once beard a girl
say, ' Mistresses think of nothing but getting as miucb wok
out of uis as they cani squeeze, and when we are îîOt at irl03

if it is ever s0 late at niglit, they seeni miiseralile.' A gil
'leave,' it is true, and so i5 not a 'slave ' in the src eie

but leave to go where? To anothcr place, with a hracter,
possibly injured by the mistress she bas left." .n andArnd then foliow words whicb have a wider applicat'O' ce of
whicb, it is to be hoped, express the true spirit and attt
the Women's Courîcil. wrk O

" If the Women's Couincti will go boldly into the Iiahy
the poorer classes, witb divine courage, with tende r symPil
with a passioriate hatred of oppression, injustice, and al foraP

of wrong, tbey will lind a field of labour aboundiilg il "tet
opportunities for the service of humanity' and the help)al'te
blessing of Hlm wbo accepts, as to Himrself, a gift of cold7ae
to a tbinsty suiferer will be their strengtb and their reward."

There will be many who will be likely to say, on a u.
ficial view, that tîte picture above given is too darklY COl0Ur"
but those îvbo look beneatb the surface, and see 110%v tpe
of selfishness pervades our whole social life-leadiiîg to thres,

word of arnig uneedd, epecillyas te eys 0
sion as its natural outcomne-will niot be so ready to thilk ters

are, in general, more aI)t to be'directed more towards the1 sh0
comings of their domestics than their own. EsPeci31  t
large cities, wbere there is often a too anmbitious StrUgge
live in a style outrunning their mneans, is the l10 0sebold drudg
apt to bave a bard time of it, ai-d, as a very little Oltservat1 jl,

would convince us, the Golden Rule is far froni beiilg genr Wh
applied in our relations to our dependents. AiylYoe Woj
knows how carniages are kept waiting for perhap5s ail'e
at a time, on one of our bitterest nights, wben men aîîd horle

frequently suifer severely, rnust know to a tolerabl C'araterI

that the sarne lack of justice and consideration wvil C chae.z
the other domestic relations of those wbo so act i-i any t

Itis the lack of consideration and synîpathy tlîat is at the
of the trouble ; the old story that

Il armi is wrought
Ily want of thooght
As weIl as want of heani,'"
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