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great practical importance arises touching
the relations of these to the public schools,
in the matter of the subjects and courses of
‘study to be pursued in each. This question
has been warmly debated in the Legislature
and the press, and by educational associa-
tions, in relation to what is called the fifth-
form work in the public schools, It will
generally be agreed, we suppose, that it
looks like » waste of time ‘and money to
have the eourses in the two classes of schools
overlap each other to any considerable ex-
tent. Hence, as the fifth-form course in the
public schools and the first-form work in
the high achools are to a considerable ex-
tent similar or identical, the question natur-
ally arises to which this work should be
relegated io localities in which high schools
are carried on. The Education Department,
has, we believe, anawered the question prac.
tically by decreeing that no provision shall
e made for examinations in fifth-form work
in the public echools in towns and cities in
which high schools or collegiate institutes
are maintained. This regulation is com-
plained of as a discrimination in favour of
the high schools. Taken in connection with
the fact that was brought out in a recent
number of the Hamilton Spectator, that
while the total expenditure of the Province
for education has risen from $502,882 in
1881, to $668,746 in 1893, the grant to the
. common schools has not been increased, the
. complaint can hardly be said to be grcund-
less.

But what, it may be asked, does it mat
ter, so long as the subjects in question are
tanght, whether the teaching be done in the
public or the high school? Is it mnot, in
fact, preferable, seeing that the latter is
usually very much better equipped for the
purpose, that it should be done where it can

_be done most thoreughly? To this there
are several answers, but the main objection
seems to us to be this: The public school is
the people’s school. Every boy and girl in
the land, save a few whose wealthy parents
may prefer to make private provision for
them, attends it, while the high tchool is
not and probably never will bie entered by
the great majority. At the same time it
may be regarded as certain that were the
public schools prepared and expected to give
a five years’ course instead of one of but four
years, a very large number of those who will
never enter a high school would continue
to the end of the public school course.
Hence, it is obvious that the true educa-
tional aim—the fullest possible course for
the largest possible number——would be better
promoted by encouraging, asfar as possible,
the teaching of the fifth form in the public
schools. The conditions of any additional
grants made for this purpose could and

* should be 80 arranged as to make it neces_

sary that the equipment and efficiency of
the schools be improved accordingly. It
would be easy to show that this course
would tend to improve the qualifications of

the teachers, and at the same time be in the
interests of the high schools themselves,
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DIRECT MUNICIPAL TAXATION

THE FARNER'S INTEREST IN IT.

In a country like ours with a public
debt of $240,000,000, and an annual ex-
penditure of $36—to $40,000,000, the sub-
ject of this paper may appear so insigni-
ficant as to be bemeath consideration.

Our direct taxation in this province
amounts to a very considerable sum in the
annual aggregate. Qur annualexpenditure
for c¢ducation alope in common schiools,
high schools and collegiate institutions
for the year 1889 was $5,000,000.

Into this part of the subject of direct tax-
ation, however, I have no desire to enter,
though, I hold strong opinions as to
whether the results of the system are an
unmixed good, whether the results of our
discursive and costly system, which may
be sald to teach a little of everything
(except how to read, write and speak the
English language correctly), joined to ab-
solute loss of habits of industry, conse-
quent disinclination to labour, overcrowd-
ing of the (so called) learned professions
amongst us, eventuating, as is too often
the case, in the emigration, In large num-
bers, of our young men, are blessings or
otherwige.

Some people have crude notions as to
the extent to which public education
should be carried. The powers of Govern-
ment o my opinion, with reference to
teaching, should be strictly rudimentary,
and if possible, industrial--beyond this it
should not extend. Higher learning should
be held to be a luxfry, to be purchased
and pald for by those who desire it.

Another point which I shall only allude -

to slightly, is the direct taxation ineid-
ent to the annual expenditure upon roads,
bridges and municipal works generally,
the army of officers of one kind or other,
whether township or county, who dip
more or less deeply into the public purse,
upon these matters the criticism of the
public is more closely brought to bear;
though there might be some strong ob-
gervations made upon the usefulne:s or
otherwise of our steadlly growing local
parliaments, the waste of means by sta-
tute labor, for instance, and the conse-
quent mecessity to supply that waste by
money—the proceeds of direct taxatiom.

I desire to confine my observations in
this paper to a subject which was up
for discussion in the last two sessions of
our local house—a subject which in my
opinion requires more light to be thrown
upon it in the Iinterest of the public—a
subject with many ramifications, the re-
sults of which are a large and ever in-
creasing expenditure of money raised by
direct taxationm; that subject is official
fees, and local county Iinstitutions, and
will be confined chie'ly to tees and disbu:ge-
ments paild or incurred in connection with
the administration of criminal justice
and 'matters incident thereto.

The statute of 9th Vie. ch. 58, 1846,
may be taken as the starting point or
foundation of our present tax system.
The pecaliar circumstances which caused
that statute to be passed no longer ex-
lst—we are no longer united with Lower
Canada and it i8 no longer necessary to
assimilate our financial relations—the ex-
penses of our administration of justice
have to be paid and It matters little per-
hape, whether they are pald by direct
taxation or out of the consolidated re-
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venue of the Province as enacted 1o ;1:;:
statute— as a matter of fact some © W
expenses of criminal justice are now P2
by the government. The points t0
1 shall endeavour to call a,t;t,eni:.olllll
first, the growth of these feee troity
starting point. Next, their De@;fe
the public interest, and, neXt,lwratW"
gibility of their extinction or & nnmber-’
The statute of 1846 gives the by
of the Items of fees chargeabl® Lo D7
sheriff as 23, the number char&€®” ‘4o
the clerk of the peace, 23, there }
nty attorney then. ved .
co‘;‘hey statute };t.s.o. ch. 86,_‘13773’;2?,, e
the number of items for gheriif &ﬂe a5 8 il
number for the clerk of the peat 0
but this does not by apy means r:rgeable
the number or amount of fees c:‘ms
by either of those officers at ich D875
nor for years before jt—fees W orders in
been created by statute and ad 08
couneil in the interim since 1846, order®
to be found in the statutes a:anﬁe ,
which established them; for ins e 18 &
new jury system had been adm;,he Swggi
14 Vie. ch. 55, 1850, giving to " .
about $500 annually in additign ap :
jury fees. under the former gyst€3 2 5 g
the clerk of the peace about $1e -
dition to all other fees chargeab ot 087
and in many cases up to the pbelnS aﬁf’
the fees of all these officers are al#o E
ed to in amount very materially- 28 m‘l"’
have another officer now to pay: N
the county attorney. thﬂ”' i*
I have no doubt whatever " ,}iom‘
would be found on close mv:?e m‘caﬂ: ;
that the charges or fees paya o ort®
nection with the administratioz,u pime® i
inal justice are now three OF . pr <int® s
as much in every county In tD e S
as they were in the district at e &
ing point of our inqu11'51-—-184&0‘18 n]f,l: N
brought about by the e«normt e col?w‘r
plication of public offices and o 16 ‘
ual maintenance of institutions A wri"‘f .
required in the puvlic interest. ﬂme‘l"‘o'nf :
in the Mail news-paper a sho'l‘t catio® ol 3
on the subject of the multipl ‘;n. o
county officers, says that the CO . aﬂ"'
Middlesex in Engiand with & POl m,
of four mill‘ons, only has one set ve Wi
one sheriff &c., while this provi? 1 ?
its two millions has forty-five. mcl‘”ﬂ i
little to bBe surprised at in the o po?”
of public burdemns by three OT fo w o"
dred per cent, and if we add bYe » T
making this statement as t0 “.’We' et
piication of officers more hnpl‘ef*11 weréf 44
every township in this province (a . ot
are more than 500 of them)bas nti o
cers into whose hauds, t¥ resomr 4 M
salary, passes a portion of 0“6 8t
taxes; In the aggregate quite pen otf :
sum, apnually $375,000— aud to pulld 3
county councils will soon bavé 0 atio®r 4 i
larger shire halls for their accomm , Y g 1
they are increasing so rapidl¥s
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rent expenses of these bodles n°c OM‘ g

gate from sixty to seventy-five L

dollars annually. roWeh‘ g

The first question as to ~thef§19 affir®
fees is fully answered mas to0 theﬁp‘t

at.ve, the second question, "
cessity In the public interest for
tinuance is now before us. )
It we took the guestion of €X &
on the ground that those who
could not Live without them, theD: pot ¥
is not another word to be Sam'o B -
feel bound to take another VieW T i




